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Buale tells hospitals
payment delays or
system downtime are
no justification for
denying patients care

BY ANGELA OKETCHAND CoL-
LINS OMULO

ealth facilities that turn away

Datients will have their Social

Health Authority (SHA) portal

suspended or their operating li-
cences revoked, Health Cabinet Secre-
tary Aden Duale has warned.

The CS said the government’s pa-
tience with facilities that cite SHA
DPayment delays or system downtime
as justification for denying care has
run out, adding that neither excuse
carries legal or moral weight.

“You are denying patients treat-
ment because SHA has not paid you.
SHA will pay you in accordance with
the law. We will not stand by and
watch patients suffer when you are
supposed to give them treatment
and then be paid;he said.

Health facilities, the CS said, are le-
gally obligated to provide services to
all Kenyans, and failure to dosoisa
direct violation of citizens’ constitu-
tional right to healthcare, which can-

not be held hostage to billing dis-
putes or technical glitches,

Mr Duale told the Nation that SHA
has released Sh4.1 hillion to clear
Dart of the arrears owed to primary
healthcare facilities across the coun-
try, accumulated over October, No-
vember, December and January. An
additional Sh11.3 billion has been
released, bringing the total disburse-
ment to Sh15.4 billion. He said the
release of funds would be accompa-
nied by intensified scrutiny,

“SHA has money,but the money be-
longs to the people of Kenya. It is not

.meant for people to pocket in the
name of fraud. We will identify facil-
ities that want to steal from SHA. We
will fight fraud ”he said,

Speaking at a retreat with senators
in Naivasha last Friday, the CS said
free primary healthcare hag been
rolled out across all counties, with
more than eight million Kenyans al-
ready accessing services without pay-
ing atlevel two and three facilities..

SHA has designated green-labelled
facilities, contracted level 2. and 3,and
selected level 4 facilities, where pa-
tients can walk in, receive care and
leave without paying for covered pri-
mary healthcare services. These ser-
vices include outpatient consulta-
tion,diagnosis and treatment ofcom-
mon illnesses, basic laboratory tests,
essential medicines, preventive and
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promotive health services, and refer-
ral to higher-level facilities,

To improve transparency and re-
duce confusion among patients
about what they are entitled to,SHA
will place service charters in all facil-
ities, clearly showing patients what
services are covered. Facilities offer-
ing fully free primary healthcare
will be green-labelled, while those of-
fering higher or specialised levels of
care will carry a different colour code.

Mr Duale also reported signifi-
cant progress on the digitisation of
Kenya's health system, with 10,277
health facilities now linked to the Tai-
fa Care system and over 30,000 digi-

Softhe Act.
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. M. RYEGENYE, CBS,

CLERK OF THE SENATE,

THIRTEENTH PARLIAMEN

Section 7 of the Urban Areas and Cities Act, Cap 275
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The Senate Standing Committee on Devolution a
considering the application for conferment of cif
Section 8 (5] of the Urban Areas and Cities Act, Cap 275.
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Secretary
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addresses
Jjournalists at
the Ministry of
Health offices
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Announcemsnt pursuant fo Regulation 64 and Part D of the Capital Markets
{(Public Offers, Listing and Disclosures) Regulations, 2023

Company PLC (“Centum”
€ successful completiol

s

tal devices deployed across the coun-
try Health data is being hosted Iocal-
ly under a new Kenya-United Sta tes
partnership designed to safeguard
data sovereignty, addressing long-
standing concerns about where sen-
sitive health information is stored
and who controlsit.

The ministry has also regularised
the status of medical interns, formal-
ised and equipped 107,000 commu-
nity health promoters who serve as
thefirst point of contact between the
health system and households, and
brought them under the SHA bene-
fits package.

An investment of Sh6.18 billion

(“Bakki”), a licensed non-operating
for Centum’s interest in

the sale transaction was successfully concluded.
of post-completion filings, Bakki Holdco Limited will cease to be a

Centum’s

nt opportunities.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

F "THE SALE OF BAKKI"

R Ry

r aimed at improving access to and quality of cai

nts to lose licences

Sh4.1bn

Amount the Social Health Au-
thority recently released to cle
arrears owed to primary healt!

% carefacilities,

in diagnostic equipment has be
made under the National Equi
ment Support Programme,

Despite the progress, Mr Duale ¢
knowledged that significant ch:
lenges Temain, particularly in harm
nising health laws in the country
devolved system, and in advancir
the Quality Healthcare and Patier
Safety Bill, which he described ascri
icalto standardising the level of car
Kenyans receive regardless of it
or county. Y

“Thestate of our healthcareis trans
forming. We have moved from a defi
cit-ridden NHIF [National Health In
surance Fund] to a surplus-generat
ing SHA, stopped the haemorrhage of
public funds and redirected resourc-
es to themwananchi”he said.

He called for urgent exchequer re-
leases of Shs.9 billion to clear pend-
ing primary healthcare claims,a sup-
plementary budget of Sh11.9 bil-
lion to cover projected deficits, and
Sh2.04 billion to support the mater-
nity package,
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) hereby notifies its shareholders and the
n of the sale of

its entire equity stake in

holding company that served
Sidian Bank Limited. "

% of the issued shares of Bakki, which in turn owned 27.2% of Sidian

sion of Centum’s exit from Sidian Bank Limited. The
portfolio management strategy,

aimed at strengthening the Group’s liquidity position and reallocating capital toward
new growth investme

The financial effects of the transaction will be reflected in Centum's next financial
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» Public universities have been
grappling with funding crises
for many years.

» The Student-Centred Funding
Model was introduced in 2023 to
address funding challenges.

MIKE KIHAK!, NAIROBI

m ublic universities are ex-
E;? j pected toreceive Sh4.2 bil-
}ﬁ ¢ lion this week to support
1l continuing students un-

. - der the government'’s new

higher education financing system.

The funds, to be disbursed by the
Universities Fund, will support learn-
ers enrolled under the Student-Cen-
tred Funding Model (SCFM), a frame-
work introduced to improve higher
education financing.

Chief Executive Officer of the
Universities Fund Edwin Wanyonyi
sai” “elatest allocation forms part

Judgetary provisions for the
2/2026 financial year,

“In the 2025/2026 financial year,
the Universities Fund has already
disbursed She.4 billion in scholarship
support,” said Wanyonyi.

The disbursement comes two
months after the government re-
leased funds in early January to

’“’—ﬂj - n'iqﬁ-ﬁ @}
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support scholarships for financially
needy students in universities,

Kenya’s higher education sector
has expanded significantly over the
last decade, creating both opportuni-
ties and funding pressures.

The country now has 83 universi-
ties with hundreds of thousands of
students.

At the same time, the number of
students quélifying for university ad-

mission has increased sharply.

Government data shows that the
number of students qualifying for
university entry rose from 62,581 in
2017 to 270,715 in 2025, representing
2332 per cent increase.

The surge in enrollment has in-
tensified the demand for funding to
support tuition, infrastructure and
student welfare.

For years, universities have faced
financial challenges due to delayed
government disbursements and a
growing student population, with
institutions often struggling to meet
operational costs.

The introduction of the Student-
Centred Funding Model in 2023 was
aimed at addressing these challenges
by restructuring how public funds are
ailocated to universities.

Under the new model, government
support is directed to students rather
than institutions, with funding levels
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Universities Fund Chief Executive Officer Edwin Wanyt;nyi.
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AMOUNT in billions that the
Universities Fund has disbursed
to institutions n the 2025/26
Financial Year, according to
Chief Executive Officer Edwin
Wanyonyi.
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determined by the learner’s needs.

This marks a shift from the previ-
ous system where funds were allo-
cated directly to universities based
on enrollment numbers.

So far, 437,648 students have ben-
efited from scholarships under the
model, with the government having
disbursed more than Sh37 billion to
support undergraduate education.

“The model ensures that students
from vulnerable backgrounds receive
greater support, while those with
higher financial capacity receive less

NATIONAL |

government subsidy,” said Wanyon:

To gualify for government scho
arships, students must be placed i
public universities through the Ken
ya Universities and Colleges Centra
Placement Service (KUCCPS).

Applicants must also have sat thi
Kenya Certificate of Secondary Edu
cation (KCSE) examination in 2022
later and apply through the Higher
Education Financing (HEF) DPortal
once placement results are released.

“A new cohort of students who sar
the 2025 KCSE examination and at
tained the minimum university en-
try grade will be expected to apply
for scholarships through the HEP
Portal,” said ‘Wanyonyi.

The latest disbursement follows =
technical workshop involving regis-
trars and finance officers from public
universities aimed at improving man-
agement of scholarship funds.

During the meeting, officials were
trained on the Universities Fund In
stitutional Portal, a digital system
designed to help institutions submit
and verify student data, reconcile
funds and improve accountability in
the administration of scholarships.

The platform is expected to
streamline financial reporting and
ensure funds reach the intended ben-
eficiaries.
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IN THE MATTER OF ARTICLE 118(1) (] OF THE CONSTITUTION
AND
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IN THE MATTER OF COMSIDERATION BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SPORTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL {NATIONAL ASSESBLY BILL NO. 5 OF 2025)
é{ﬁf“
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& INVRATIONTOSUBMITMENO RANDAY = J
VWHEREAS, Article T18(1) (b) of the Constitution of Kenya requires Parliament to facilitate public participation and 1

involvement in the legislative and ather business of Parliament and its Committees, and National Assembly Standing
Order 127(3) requires House Committess considering Bills to facilitate public participation;

The Senate Standing Committee on Devolution and Intergovernmental Rélations is currently
1sidering the application for conferment of city status to Thika Municipality pursuant to

AND WHEREAS, the Sparts A d ) Bill (National A bly 8ill No. 5 of 2028) was read a First Time
on 11" March 2026 and referred to the Departmental Committee on Sports and Culture for consideration and
reporting to the House;

.ction 8 (5) of the Urban Areas and Gities Act, Cap 275.

Section 7 of the Urban Areas and Cities Act, Cap 275, provides that the President may upon a
resolution of the Senate, confercitystatusana municipality mesting the criteria under Section
SoftheAct.

ITIS MOTIFIED that the Sports (Amendment) Bill (Hational Assembly Bill No. 5 of 2026} is a Bili sponsored by
Hon. Irene Mayaka, M.P. which seeks to amend the Sports Act, Cap. 223 to prohibit and criminalize manipulation
of sports competitions.

In accordance with the provisions of Article 118 of the Constitution, the Committee on
Devolution and Intergovernmental Relations now invites interested members of the public to
submit any representations that they may have on the matter by way of memoranda.

NOW THEREFCRE, in compliance with Artisle H8(1) (b) of the Constitution and Standing Order 127(3), the Clerk of
the National Assembly hereby invites the public and stakeholders to submit memiaranda on Public Participation Bill
[National Assembly Bilf No. 44 of 2025) to the Departmental Commitiee on Sports and Culture,

Copies of the Bill are available at the National Assembly Table Office, Main Parfiament Buildings and on www,

pariiament.gn.kelthe-nakinnaI-assembly/house-businesslbills.

The memoranda may be forwarded to the Clerk of the National Assembly, P.0. Box 41842-00100, Nairobi; hand-
delivered to the Office of the Clerk, Main Parliarnent Buildings, Nairabi: or emailed to cna@parliament.go.ke to
be received on or before Friday, 27" March 2026 at 5.00 p.m.

The memoranda may be submitted to the Clerk of the Senate, P. 0. Box 41842-00100, Nairohi,
hand-delivered to the Office of the Clerk of the Senate, Main Parliament Buildings, Nairobi or
emailed to clerk s2nate@oarlizment.go.ks and copied to_senate.devolution@parliament,go,ks
to be received on or before Friday, 27" Marck, 2026 at 5.00 p.m.

In acdition, the -Committes will hold a putlic heaiing on the afore-raentioned matter on
Wednesday, 8" April, 2026 at 10.00 a.m.at MountKenya University Graduation Pavilion,

Thika. Members of the public are welcome to attend this hearing. S. NJOROGE, €8S

CLERK OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

J. M. NYEGENVYE, C8S, ’ 1
CLERK HE SENATE. - . 3 DTS
SR THESERAI, s the i
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Team formed by Ruto and
{taila to andit implementation is
finalising repore,

Report on 10-point reform

12, NAIROBI

T £ 77 ith weeks left be-
W !’;\“:ﬁ\ J fore its mandate
*‘,:\ J '\:‘ J  expires, the com-
:}x‘;‘ﬂ *\:_a”i mittee on the

W Y implementation

of the Nationai Dialogue Committee
(Madco) report, is preparing to hand
overits final document.

The report is expected to reveal
bow much of the ambitious 10-point
reform agenda have moved from pa-
perio practica,

Formed between President Wil-
liam Ruio and the Opposition, led
by Raila Odinga, after months of po-
litical tension and street protests, the
“eam was tasked with stabilising the

untry and recommending reforms
:nelections. the economy, governance
and constitutional order,

On August 6 last year, UDA and

--ODM established the team, chaired
by Dr Agnes Zani. She says the com-
mittee has developed a framework to

R R Y e e

REPUBLIC OF KENYA

evaluate the progress made.

“We have engaged stakeholders in
and outside the government to access
the progress on the implementation
of the Nadco report and the 10-poini
agenda. They have been very sup-
vortive, and they have proposed key
inputs and ideas towards fuil imple-
mentation of the Nadco recomman-
dations.”

According to the chair, the team has
engaged the Exectitive, Parliament, the
Judiciary, state commissions, NGOs
and otherstakeholders, including hold-
ing county public forums,

On electoral reforms, Zani says
the restructuring and reconstitution
of the Independent Electoral and
Boundaries Commission has been
completed. The IERBC (Amendment)
Act, 2024, is now in place. It will en-
sure the commission reviews its op-
erations after every General Election,
and compel it to develop internal
guidelines “within three months of
its reconstitution”,

She adds that Kenyans called for
amendments to Article 138 of the
Constitution to clarify the role of
commissioners in verifying presiden-
tial results before declaration by the
chairperson, and changes to the Elec-
tions Actto streamline the processing
and declaration of results,
Parliament will be expected to
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( The Senate Standing Committee on Develution and Intergover: i
1 considering the application for conferment of city status to Tt
5 @ (5) of the Urban Areas and Cities Act, Cap 275. - - .
; Wty ¢
: Section 7 of the Urban Areas and Cities Act, Cap 275, prevides thizty

resolution of the Senate, confer city status on asi

Sof the Act.

&

the President may upon a
1unicipality-iating the criteria undar Section

e pick six experts “to evaluate the 2022

electorai process within 21 daysoftie
adoption of the Nadco report”, with
the panel mandated to hire 2 firm or
consortjum to conduct the review,

H o On boundaries delimitation, the
I ) ey 4 blueprint directed amencments to Ar-
I S 't e > - ticle 89 to allow Parliament to extend
g 2 by Lo review timelines where justifiable, and
;, 5 X the enactment of the County Bounda-
|l Ty iy S ries Bill, 2023, within six months.

Under the cost ofliving agenda, the
.. Treport required national and county
governments to halve their travel
PR @ budget, reduce daily subsistence al-
Dr Agnes Zani, chairperson of the Nadco lowarnces by 30 per cent threugh the
report implementation committes, Salaries and Remuneration Cominis-
sion, and freeze the establishment of

A new state corporations.

s ‘ The national government was also

4 to “within three months undertake an
audit of the operational and financial
efficiency, viability and sustainabil-
ity of State-owned enterprises” and
adopt zero-based budgeting to curb
wastage.

Parliament, meanwhile, was di-
rected to fast-track anti-cerruption
legislation, amend Articie 203(2) to
guarantee counties at least 20 per
cent of nationally raised revenue,
and review criminal justice laws to
expand non-custodial sentences.

On devolution, the MoU empha-
sised protecting counties from “any

Br fignes Zzni, chair, lmplen\elltatién com-
mittee.

Stand:

THRARCH vag
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possibility of claw back,” ensurir
“timely and predictable disbuys
ment of develved funds,” and cor;
pleting the transfer of all devolve
functions within six months.

Youth livelihoods agenda calls fr
“urgent and massive investment i
all high-potential sectors of the ecor
omy, including mining, blue econorn;
agriculture and ICT” alongside na
g_ionwidg stimulus programmes t(
create employment.

On governance. the commitiec
urged enforcement of Chapter Six
the protection of the right to peacefu
assembly, compensation of victims o!
protest-refated abuses, and meastires
to “stop the spectre of abductions and
extra-judicial killings.”

Thenational debt agenda demand-
ed a clear reckoning: “Conduct an au-
dit of how much has been borrowed
in the past and how it has been used.”
and “stop the ballooning of the na
tional debt”

As the committee prepares to sub-
mitits scorecard, the spotlight turns
to the Executive, county govern
ments, Parliament, the Judiciary, and
independent commissions, all repeai-
edly listed as duty bearers.

The moment will also be critical for
PresidentRuto and the ODM, coming
ata time the Raila party is struggling
to hold together after his exit.
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| ODM and UDA to hold Joint
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i D Eﬁ“ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ@ﬂéﬁ%ﬁ’_‘y group me é%ﬁ]iﬂj%;
ODM and UDA parties will hold a parliamen: St

i | tarygroup meeting to review the progress of the i b

% 10-point agenda signed between President Wil- £ G

¢| liam Ruto and former Prime Minister Raila
Odinga two years ago

ODM Chairman Gladys Wanga yesterday said
the two parties are working towards-ensuring
that the country achieves jts development goais
as it is envisioned by their supporters.

“The framework of the agreement between
ODM and UDA is focused on tackling youth
unemployment, enhancing national unity, inclu-
sivity in governance and development, promot-
ing integrity in public service and endin g wast-
age in government which we are committed to,” .
said Wanga after a National Executive Commit-
tee meeting in Nairobi.

'son Gladys Wanga. [File]

In accordance with the provisions of A
and Intergovernmental Relations now invites interesied members of the public
representations that they may hava on the matterhy way of memoranda,

)

be recaived on or before fanday, Sth March, 2026 at 5,00 pam.

I
k

4
i
§
i
]
i

Wiarch, 2025 at 16,9981, at Thike Muni
are welceme to atterlthis hearing.
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ile 116 3 the €onstitution, the Committes on Devolution

The memoranda may he sybn’"}'it?ed to the Glerk of the Senate, P, 0, Box 41842-00100, Nairobi,
hand-delivered to the Dﬁig;ﬁ ofthe Clask of the Senate, Main Parliament Buildings, Nairobi or
emailed to clerk.sen5§e@parf{aﬁzent?go.ke and copied to senate.devuIution@parliameni:.gu.ka to

Inaddition, the Carnrmittos wilt hold a public hearing on the afore-mentioned matter on Friday, 8
al Chambers, Thika Town. Members of the public

Leaders allied to the party Secretary General
Edwin Sifuna did not attend the meeting.

Deputy Secretary General Catherine Omanyo
said the party was ready for the National Dele-
gates Conference on March 27, a meeting that
will set the pace on how ODM would conduct its
business as the country gears for the General
Election.

“The National Delegates Conference we will
be holding intends to ensure that we maintain
the vision of our founder the late Raila Odinga,
i who wanted justice and fairness forall Kenyans
i | and also the equitable sharing of the national
| cake,” said Omanyo.
it Maticrml ASsembly Minority Leader Junat
Mohamed said the meeting would conclude
nding issues, but could now name specif mat-
ters the party hopes to resolve,

to submit any

“We have given 21 days’ notice for the confer-
ence. We will be giving the agendas for the meet-
ing this Friday in the various media platforms,
soIamasking journalists to relax since they will
be the first to know what we are intending to
achieve during the National Delegates Confer-
ence,” he said.

The Suna East MP said decisions they would
be making will be out to ensure that the best
interests of their followers are observed, and
they will strive to maintain the ideals of the late
Raila.

One of the main issues the party is expected

“toconitontts e tonfirmation of Oburu Ggimga

as the party leader.
Oburu led the meeting but left before the press
briefing. [Edwii Myarangi]
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The two main partiesin broad-based gov-
- . b
ernment hold sharply Opjposing positions

BY MOSES NYAMORI
AND SAMWEL OWINO

2% oning of traditional bases
[J has emerged as a conten-
;,"7 tious issue in the pre-elec-
£z tion coalition tatks between
President William Ruto’s United
Democratic Alliance (UDA) and
the Orange Democratic Move-
ment(ODM),

The two main parties in the
broad-based government hold
sharply opposing positions. UDA
has ruled out zoning, while ODM
has listed it as one ofits irreduc-
P minimums 1n the planned

;ations,

~.ing is a political arrange-

‘ent in which coalition part-
fers agree not to field candi-
dates in cach other’s strongholds.
President Ruto and top UDA of-
ficials have said they are reacly
for ‘friendly fire’with their coali-

Pala Ocinga Wayk
{bagathi Way) F

Langata

map
LEGEND

<~ LinkRoad -

Lion partners, arguing that ODI
should not fear competition if it
is genuinely popular in its tradi-
tional bastions. UDA has, howey-
exindicated it could compromise
in certain areas, such as Nairobi,
through joint nominations with
ODM.

ODM wants affiliate parties, in-
cluding UDA, barred from field-
ing candidates in its traditional
bases,especiallyinNyanza.Lnsid-
ers say retaining its strongholds
is crucial if the party is to main-
tain a substantive stake in the
next government.

Zoning has been contentious
in past elections. In 2022, the
late Prime Minister Raila Odin-
gawas forced to drop the plan af:
ter fringe parties threatened to
leave the Azimio la Umoja One
Kenya Coalition when asked to
step down in favour of ‘popu-
lar’parties. Conversely, coalitions

We wish to notify the general
public of traffic disruptions |
along Southern Bypass, -
Langata Rd, Aerodome Rd,
Bunyala Rd, Hospital Rd,
Upper Hill Links Road, :
and Mbagathi Way on ;
Saturday, 7% March 2028, |
from 7:00 AM to 12:00 PM
due to the Annual Gertrude's
Family Cancer walk.

Motorists are advised to use
alternative routes. Traffic
police will be on-site to
ensure smooth flow.
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¢

have Jost strategic seats due to
sibling rivalry. In 2017, the Na-
tional Super Alliance (NASA) lost
the Lang’ata parliamentary seat
to Jubilee after fielding multiple
candidates, spiitting the vote in
favour of Nixon Korir:

On Tuesday, ODM interim party
leader Oburu Oginga led MPs in
a Parliamentary Group meeting
that listed zoning as a condition
before entering a pre-clection
coalition with UDA. Lawmakers
singled out Western and Coast as
regions where UDA already has

Wherever sither party
wins, we will celebrate
together. We will also
accommodate losers in
the government

President William Ruto

—————
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fr this arraingement, coalition partners agree not to field candidates ine

2027 aspirants seeking to chal-
lenge sitting MPs elected on ODM
tickets,

“Kilifi, for instance, is an ODM
base, but as we sit heve, Talieady
have a competitor from UDA
while our people are told to con-
tinue singing about the broad-
based government. We need to
know whether they will field
candidates or not so that J know
whoIwill facein 2027,said a sec-
ond-term MP from Kilif,

Minority Leader Junet Mo-
hammed said zoning would be
among the issues tabled in ne-
gotiations.“On the negotiations
with UDA, we have given the Par-
ty Leader the mandate to come
up with a plan on how it is going
to be done, and all othey things,
including zoning, will be part of
it he said.

The party has resolved to retain
allits current seats in the Nation-
al Assembly and Senate and to
winmore “We are telling any par-
ty that wants to associate with us
that our parliamentary numbers
are not negotiable,” Mr Moham-

THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT | FIFTH SESSION

Seh

%
President Willi
Oburu Oginga. FILE I NATION

med said.

Dr Obwru reportedly told MPs
that the negotiating team would
push for zoning. Homa Bay Town
MP Peter Kaluma has also said
zoning is part of ODM’s irreduci-
ble minimum, warning that any
breach would collapse negotia-
tions.

Critics view the move as an at-
tempt to protect sitting MPs loyal
to the current leadership and to
lock out alternative political out-
fits. Some ODM MPs argue zon-
ing could deny regions the right
leaders and trigger voter apa-
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of the Senate, P. 0. Box 41842-00100, Nairobi,
of the Senate, Main Parliament Buildings, Nairobi or
6%e and copied to senate.devolution@parliament.go.ke to
March, 2026 at 5.00 p.m.

oid a public hearing on the afore-mentioned matter on Friday, '
pal Chambers, Thika Town. Members of the public

am Ruto (right) with Siaya Senato and ObM ’ead(:I

thy, potentially hurting Dr Ruto’s
re-election if ODM endorses him

Speaking in Kajiado County.
President Ruto said UDA is ready
for‘friendly fire'in 2027 “Wherey-
er either party wins, we will cel-
ebrate together. We will also ac-
cormmodate losers in the govern-
ment,’he said.

UDA Secretary-General Has-
san Omar and National Elections
Board chairman Anthony Mwau-
ra have reiterated that the party
will field candidates in all areas.
with joint nominations as the on.
ly possible compromise.
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Jjana in 2003, the Western region has
been carved into “political fiefdoms”
" ~aders who often traded commu-
s aterests for personai survival
wiinin larger national coalitions. In
the 1960s through to the 90s, Muliro,
and later Wamalwa Kijana, provided
a brand of leadership that was intel-
tectual, fearless, and unifying.
Muliro was the grandfather of
principled resistance while Wa-

malwa was the “Grand Vizier” who
used eloquence and charm to bring
the Mulembe nation into the heart of
government in 2002. After Wamalwa,
that flame flickered out, replaced by a
more timid, reactive form of politics.

But in Natembeya and Sifuna, the
region is seeing the resurrection of
that specific DNA: The Muliro Brav-
ery and the Wamalwa Articulation.
Natembeya has done something no
Western leader has dared to do in
twenty years. He has called out the
“Kings” of the region. His “Tawe” (No)
movement is a direct descendant of
Muliro’s stubborn refusal to bow to
oppressive systems.

Natembeya’s background as a
high-ranking administrator gives
him a unique presence. Unlike tra-
ditional politicians who meander,
Natembeya speaks with a bluntness
that resonates with a youth popula-
tion tired of empty rhetoric. When he
says “Tawe,” he isn’t just saying no to
individual leaders. He is saying no to
the status quo of poverty and political
servitude.

Coming from one of the Luhya'’s
largest subtribes, the Bukusu, Natem-
beya’s message has crossed the border
into Vihiga, Kakamega, and Busia. By
framing the struggleasa fight against
“political poverty” rather than a fight
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for “Bukusu dominance,” he is dis-
mantling the very tribal wails that
have kept the region divided.

On his part, Sifuna seemed to have
grabbed Kijana’s oratory skills. While
Natembeya is the “General” on the
ground, Edwin Sifuna is the “Orator”
in the chambers. Sifuna captures the
essence of Wamalwa Kijana’s intel-
lectualism: the ability to articulate
complex national issues with wit, le-
gal precision, and a touch of defiance.

Sifuna’s position as Senator of
Nairobi, the most powerful devolved
legislative seat, gives him a national
platform that he uses to project his
vibrance. He represents the “Global
Luhya,” proving that the communi-
ty’s leadership isn’t confined to the
village but is capable of commanding
the capital city.

Like Wamalwa, Sifuna has rede-
fined the role of the opposition, pro-
viding a sharp, ideological contrast
to the current administration. This
“principled aggression” is what the
Western region has lacked. For too
long, its leaders were seen as “gentle”
to the point of being ignored. Sifuna
ensures the Mulembe voice is too loud
to overlook.

The reason the Muliro-Wamalwa
era was so potent was the combi-
nation of elder statesmanship and

Palitics

2002

YEAR

WAMALWA Kijana became vice
president, having teamed up with
Mwai Kibaki and Raila Odinga to
trounce the Kanu government out
of power.

youthful energy.

As Natembeya provides a model for
governance by transforming Trans
Nzoia, therefore allowing proof that
his leadership is about service deliv-
ery, not just rallies, Sifuna, at the Sen-
ate, has provided legislative prowess,
a political cover and a national nar-
rative. He handles the high-stakes
chess of Nairobi politics, ensuring the
region’s interests are protected at the
policy level.

For years, the region has revolved
around a few aging suns such as Cotu
leader Francis Atwoli. N atembeya
and Sifuna are offering a graceful exit
for the old guard. They aren’t neces-
sarily fighting the elders; they ‘are

liro-Kijana duo

simply outgrowing them. They are
moving the conversation from “Who
will be the Luhya Kingpin?” to “What
is the Luhya Agenda?”

The elusive unity is finally within
reach because it is being built on
shared grievances rather than shared
bloodlines. The youth of Western
Kenya, the “Boda Boda” and the “Dig-
ital” generations, do not care about
the old sub-tribe rivalries. They care
about jobs, dignity, and a leader who
doesn’t tremble when speaking to
power.

The “Jinx” of Western Kenya was
never a curse from the ancestors; it
was a lack of vision from the living.
By channeling the spirit of Muliro’s
defiance and Wamalwa Kijana’s bril-
liance, Natembeya and Sifuna are
stitching the fabric of the region back
together.

They are the harbingers of a new
era where “Luhya Unity” isn’t a tool
for a few men to negotiate for Cabi-
net slots, but a unified front to de-
mand economic justice and national
respect,

The “Tawe” movement and the
“Sifuna Fire” are the two halves of,
a key that might finally unlock the
unmatched potential of the Western
region.

newsdesk@standardmedia.co.ke
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JOB ADVERTISEMENT

tofillthe position of Managing Director/ CEO
i a)lobPurpose

talent

‘Terms: 3 Years' Re once

Reports to: Chairperson, Board of Directors
) KeyDuties and Responsibilities;

oversening the day ~to day running of the Authority,

MARAGING DIRECTOR / CHIEF EXECUTIV
REF: MD/CEQ/OY/FEBRUARY /202

The Managing Director/ Chiof Executiva Officer (CEO) is the Accounting Officer and Js
sesponsible to the Board for day-to-day management and co-ordination of activties i the
Authonty, defining and executing strategy, generating rovenue, engoging customers and i
stakeholders, managing risk and ensuring compllance, driving performance and growing

I+ Providing ovrall lrategi leacership o the Autharity i ine with market and industry
changes and through the senior management team, delivering the strategic ntent and

nary and

zormﬁg.masmnzsm

Sector Policies, and

V.. Hands on experionce in policy formulation and implementation with bias on Public

cause positive outcomes.

Torms and Canditions of Service
The appoiatment shal be for a three (3) year contract term renewabla once subject fo
satisfactary performance or atteinment of mandatory retirement age whichever happens

carler,

Documents to be submitted by the Applicants
Applcation etter should bo accompanied by a detaled Curiculm Vita (CV) hghlighting
relevant experience, details of current and expected salary a daytime phone contact, email

address,

skills, with the ability to build relationships with diverse stakeholders at alt levels and

ging Y
government and sector-wide aviation initiatives,

“urement plans to the Board for del.beration and approval;

d delvery of st
Presenting strategy, long term capital investment plans, annual budgets and

iding sufficient, accurate and timely information on Authority's operations,
ancial status and overall performance 1o enable the Board fulfll its governance

Application Criteria
The full details of the advertisoment can be accessed on KAA Website hevzs,

§9£2undar Ci for
nstructions on how to apply.

fegal, i

tatutory

prioritized and safeguarded.
provided by the Authority,

strategic plan.

Ensuing performance messures are designed to evaluste peformance sganst the

vii. Ensuring continuous improvement in the quality and value of services and products

. Establishing and maintaining a high performance culture, diiven by talenied and

applied for.

Only shortlisted ul cand

of higher learning;
i Mostor's ized i figher learing:
i Certification in Aviation will be an added advantage;

A Bachelor's degree in Finance, Ecanomics, Businoss Management, Marketing,
Statistics, Engineering, Social Sciences or a related field from a recognized institution

iu. Minimum of ten (10) years working experience, five (5] of which will be in a senior
managementy leadship position with hands on experience and dlrct responsiilty
for developing and implementing strategic. plans, ganerating substantial revenues,

The self-declaration Form from EACC should indicate the respective position that is being

be contacted. Shortlisted candidates shall
rificat

during the interview,

Interested and.

Submission of Applications

g0k or i hard.

on the onvelope to

andprofits;and
Lead

than four (4)

d) Skills and Competencies

To be considered, your application must be received not later than 8 March, 2026 at

5.00pm East African Time.

e ability 3
Slraleglc_thmker with good commercial acumen and the ability ta identify ccanomic

Demanstrate decisivensss and adaptabilty, the abilty to drve changs and

Extensive experice on Organizaton Design and Implementation with roven track

the Job

Chairman, Board of Directors
Kenya Airports Authority
KA Head Office, Airpart North Road
HSL S " P.0B0x19001-00501, Hairob! Kenya.

Autt

KAA i an Equal Opportunity Ennployer. Women, Porsons with isabiltiss, Minoity &
Merginalized Groups are encouraged to apply.

Canvasing in any form or failure to attach any of the stipulated documents shalllead to
automalic dsqualification
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THE SENATE

INVITATION FOR SUBMISSION OF MEMORANDA AND PUBLIC
HEARING ON THE APPLICATION FOR CONFERMENT OF CITY

TUS TO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

The Senate Standing Committee on Devolution and | ntergovernmental Relations is currently
considering the application for conferment of city status to Thika Municipality pursuant to Section
8 (5] of the Urban Areas and Cities Act, Cap 275.

Section 7 of the Urban Areas and Cities Act, Cap 275, provides that the President may upon a
resolution of the Senate, confer city status on a municipality meeting the criteria under Section

abjectives;
v Driving maximum utiization and productiuy from all Authority's assets, ensuring i t
pasitiv atum on all captl nvestment and operating expenditrs,enhancing e ptr Chapter Sixaf of Kenys 2010 5 of the Act.
i Ensuring the Authonty has adsquate systems and processes of risk  j.Police Cl
e i L i o 5 In accordance with the provisions of Article TI8 of the Constitution, the Committes on Devolution

and Intergovernmental Relations now invites interested members of the public to submit any
representations that they may have on the matter by way of memoranda.

The memoranda may be submitted to the Clerk of the Senate, P. 0. Box 41842-00100, Nairobi,
hand-delivered to the Office of the Clerk of the Senate, Main Parliament Buildings, Nairobi or
emailed to clerk.senate@parliament.go.ke and copied to senate.devolution@parliament.go.ke to
be received on or before Monday, 9th March, 2026 at 5.00 p.m.

In addition, the Committee will hold a public hearing on the afore-mentioned matter on Friday, 6
March, 20286 at 10.00 a.m. at Thika Municipal Chambers, Thika Town. Members of the public
are welcome to attend this hearing.

J. M. NYEGENYE, CBS,
CLERK OF THE SENATE.
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fiolation Courts said Constitution d

W

oes not give pre

Politics, espionage
and Sh175m bill for
Uhurwu’s blunder

‘ormer President Kenyatta refused to
ppnint judges to various courts, citing
ntemgence reports on their suitability

Y SAM KIPLAGAT

resident Uhuru Kenyatta’s
refusalin 2020 to appoint 41
Jjudges - even with court or-
ders directing that he does
y—was a potent mix of politics,
pionage and Executive hard-
4l that taxpayers are paying for
:ars later.
At the time, Mr Kenyatta cited
1inf~"eence report that indi-
ited some of the 41 nomi-
:es we.enot fit for the positions.
) date, that intelligence report,
1d its contents, remain a secret
at only a handful of people
1ow about.
Jne of the nominees, Harrison
ceche, died in October, 2020,
ree months after the Judicial
rvice Commission’s (JSC) sent
sname to Mr Kenyatta for ap-
intment to the Environment
dLand Court (ELC).
‘he refusal has now proven to
an expensive blunder, as tax-
yersbear the financial brunt of
Kenyatta’s decision.
ast week, petitions by 22 judg-
who were nominated to the
C sailed through, bringing the
al awards sternming from the
mer president’s 2020 decision
$h175 million.
hat amount does not include

legal bills that taxpayers will al-
so have to refund to the success-
ful petitioners,

The 22 judges were awarded a
total of Sh55 million for violation
of theirrights after waiting for 21
months to be sworn in.

In October, 2024, another six
Jjudges, four recommended for
the Court of Appeal and two for
the ELC, sued the Attorney-Gen-
eral and were awarded Sh120
million after being kept waiting
for about three years.

The petitions have been suc-
cessful for a number of reasons,
the main one being the doctrine

They suffered mental and
psychological anguish,
aserious violation of
rights and fundamental
freedoms by the person
holding the highest office
in Kenya

Court

of legitimate expectation. The
law does not give the president
discretion in appointing those
nominated by JSC.On the part of
the judges, it was not far-fetched
for them to expect their ap-
pointment to be confirmed and
then sworn in. Therefore, their
21-month wait,in the eyes of the
law,was a violation of their rights,

In its judgment last week, the
High Court ruled that Mr Kenyat-
ta’s unproven assertions, coupled
with his prolonged refusal to ap-
point the judges, gravely dam-
aged their self-worth and pro-
fessional standing by portraying
them as unethical and unworthy
of office.

“The unwarranted stigmatisa-
tion by the Respondent exposed
them to public ridicule, with

phrases being coined such as the -

one described by Justice Lilian
Gathoni referring to the whole
cohort of 41 nominees as‘Ali Ba-
ba and the forty thieves’”said the
court.

In an earlier decision, the court
highlighted that judges Aggrey
Muchelule, Weldon Korir, Prof Jo-
el Ngugi and George Odunga of
the appellate court, along with
Evans Makori and Judy Omange
of the ELC, had their appoint-
ments gazetted on September 13,
2022 and sworn in the following
day after a three-year wait.

They had argued that the pres-
ident’s inaction violated their
constitutional rights and funda-
mental freedoms. They stated
that theissue was not an employ-

side

SR R I

nt discretion in appointment o

Former Pres-
ident Uhuru
Kenyatta
during the
funeral mass
for the late
Cyrus Jirongo
in Lumakan-
da, Kakamega
County, on
December
30,2025.
JARED
NYATAYA |
NATION

The court agreed with them,
noting that once the process of
nomination of persons to be ap-
pointed as judges was complete,
the president’s mandate was lim-
ited to putting in place mecha-
nisms to appoint them.

The president, the court said,
could not purport to process, vet,
approve or disapprove the nom-
inees.

The court further noted that
the AG failed to explain why the
president did not appoint the
Jjudges, despite the Constitution
limiting the president’s mandate
to appointing judges in line with
JSCrecommendations.

“The President’s refusal, inac-
tion or omission to appoint the
Ppetitioners as judges of the Court
of Appeal and the ELC was not
based on any law and it thus vi-

National

fjudges

3
News

Amount recently awar-
ded to 22 judges who were
kept waiting for 21 months
after JSC recommended
their appointment

the court.

The court said that there can
beno worse violation than when
the president of a democrat-
ic country makes public state-
ments and innuendos casting as-
persions on the suitability of of-
ficers recommended by the con-
stitutionally mandated body.

“It is even more critical and a
grave matter in situations where
the persons have been recom-
mended for appointment to
serve in positions as sensitive as

olated the Constitution and the  those of “Judges of superior courts
petitioners’ rights and funda-  where holders of those offices are
mental freedoms,”said the court. expected to be the custodians of
According to thejudgment,ina  “the constitution, justice and the
country where citizens oftenbe-  rule oflaw”added the court.
lieve whatever the presidentsays,  In the recent decision, the judg-
the judges endured a difficult pe-  es said they suffered public hu-
er-employee disputebutaconsti-  riod. The four appellate judges miliation and prolonged uncer-
tutional violation since the Con-  continued serving in the High  tainty due to the president’s con-
stitution did not give the presi- Court, while the two others re-  duct. They explained that they
dent an option ordiscretion in  mained asa magistrate and Reg-  had resigned from their previous
appointingjudges. istrar of the High Court. organisations following the JSC’s
Their exclusion, they said, left “They suffered mental and psy- recommendation,only to endure
them in an awkward position chological anguish, a serious vio- 21 months of hardship and un-
and anxious, unsure of what was ~ lation of; rights and fundamental ~ certainty.
happeningand when theywould ~ freedoms by the person holding
be appointed. the highest office in Kenya,”said skiplagat@ke.nationmedia.com
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THE SENATE

INVITATION FOR SUBMISSION OF MEMORANDA AND PUBLIC
HEARING ON THE APPLICATION FOR CONFERMENT OF CITY
STATUS TO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

The Senate Standing Committee on Devolution and Intergovernmentai Relations-is currently
considering the application for conferment of city status to Thika Municipality pursuant to Section
8(5) of the Urban Areas and Cities Act, Cap 275.

Section 7 of the Urban Aras and Cities Act, Cap 275, provides that the President may upon a
resolution of the Senate, confer city status on a municipality meeting the criteria under Section

In accordance with the provisions of Article 118 of the Constitution, the Committee on Devolution
and Intergovernmental Relations now invites interested members of the public to submit any
representations that they may have on the matter by way of memoranda.

The memoranda may be submitted to the Clerk of the Senate, P. 0. Box 41842-00100, Nairobi,
hand-delivered to the Office of the Clerk of the Senate, Main Parfiament Buildings, Nairobi or
emailed to clerk.senate@parliament.go.ke and copied to senate.devolution@parliament.go.ke to
be received on or before Monday, 9th March, 2026 at 5.00 pem.

Inaddition, the Committee will hold a public hearing on the afore-mentioned matter on Friday, 6t
. March, 2026 at 10.00 a.m. at Thika Municipal changbg(g_;. Thika Town. Members of the public
are welcome to attend this hearing.







