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Preamble

The County Government of Kiambu, through the Department of Land, Housing,
Physical Planning, Municipal Administration and Urban Development, has been
in the process of conferring City status to Thika Municipality. This follows an
approval by the County Executive Committee under minute number MIN/CEC/
CS/VOL.1/169 and subsequent nomination and appointment of the Adhoc
Committee members to spearhead the process of establishing ‘whether the
urban area proposed for conferment meets the qualifying criteria as outlined in
Sections 5, 9 and 10 of Urban Areas and Cltqes Act (2011), and Sections 5 and 6
of the Urban Areas and Cities (Amendment) Act, 2019. o

Formation of the Ad Hoc Commiﬁee
In line with the prowsmns of the Section 8 of the Urban Areas and Cities Act,
The Governor, H.E. Paul Klmam Wamatangl appomted a seven-member Ad Hoc

Commlttee comprlsmg of persons representing the fol!owmg bodies:

a. The Institution of Surireyors of Kenya;
" b. The Kenya Instttute of- Planners
c. The Archltectural Association of Kenya
d. TheLaw Society of Kenya
e. An association of Urban Areas and Cities;
f. The Institute of Certified Public Accountants of Kenya; and

g. The business community.

The Committee was inaugurated on 15th March 2024 and upon its first sitting
appointed Senator Dr. Arch. Sylvia M. Kasanga FCIARB as the chairperson.

Terms of Reference

The Committee’s Terms of Reference included: -

a. Evaluating the areas proposed for possible upgrade to City status against

- Xl =



with the time schedule set out therein; and

d. Unde-rtaking any other assignment ihcidental and related thereto,

9. Work with the Adhoc Committee in the Preparation of reports,
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recommending or otherwise, conferment of Thika Municipality to @ City

and submitting those findings to HE the Governor.

h. Work with the Adhoc Committee in Proposing to adjust the existing

Municipal Boundaries in liaison with the Municipal Boards and Manager,
in anticipation fﬁ)r a City.

Work with the Ad hoc Committee in proposing to H.E the Governor for
conferment Thika Municipality into a City.

Work with the Ad hoc Committee in drafting a charter for Thika City.

_ Work with the Ad hoc Committee in planning and organizing public

participation and citizens’ forum as st}pulated in the Kenyan Constitution,

the County Government Act and the Urban Areas and Cities Act, 2011,
amended in 2019. |

| Prépare reguiar (weekly) progress reports for onward submission to the

CECM LHPPMAUD and the Chief Officer - MAUD.

~ XV -
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EXxecutive Summary

The Thika Smart City report provides an in-depth analysis of the transformation of

. 9rowth, and environmental.

semiées;'earn'ing it the nickhame ‘?Bi,rminghafh of

Administratively, Thika is the center of governancein the region, hostfngkey institutions
such as the municipal headquarters, Jaw courts, Hu,dum'a.'"Centre,-Kenya Revenue
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RT
APPLIC.ATION FOR CONFEHMENT OF CITY sTATUS TO THIKA MUN[C!P&LlTY

puring the great drought, the Maasal people ventured outside of their normal
territories looking for water for their huge herds of cattle. This resulted into
conflict with the Kikuyu who were arable farmers and lived higher up pecause
they wanted O pe in an area where rainfall was guaranteed and crops Were

) assured.

Two rivers, Thika and Chania, passed through Kikuy4 land, providing sustenance
for the agricultural Kikuyu. With both tribes desperate for survival, they fought
a bloody pattle that left few survivors. Tribesmen that peris'ned during that
conflict were puried there. This potentia'.ly was the origin of the town's Name,
«Guthika”, which means “to bury” in Kikuyu ianguage. A mound near Blue Posts
Hotel supposedly marks where the slain warriors Were buried. Thika was also

usedasa memorial'buriat- cite for soldiers w'no-fought in World War I

The other theory claims it was der'wed from the Maasai word “Sika” meaning
“rubbing something off an edge” At the end of the 1800s, there Was a lot of
rinderpest which affected the cattle, and smallpox had affected the people. So,
there was a lot of death of people and '.ivestock,.and the population was largely

decimated;

The Indians were the earliest 1O settle in Thika, the e.arliest — Shah MeghjiLadha
and Meghji Kaniji, coming to theareain 1910.1n the old clock tower, still p\anted
atthe roundabout on Kwamé Nkurpmah Road, stood provisibnal and agricultural
stores. Théy puilt shops and homes out of iron shee{s. The whites came shortly

after that to Thika and started_:cof'fee'plantations.

Towards the end of the 19'th Century, outsiders began to settle in this outpost
asa convenient resting spot pbetween Nairobi and the upcoﬁntry highlands for
British settlers. Majority of the settlers who came 10 the area were of British
aristocracy, of British—EngHsh Ang\o—origin; By 1913 it was already 2 favourite

camp for big-game hunters and beyond it there was only bush and plain.

goth the Europeans and the Asians then settled in Thika, the former setting UP
farms and the latter shops: A monument in the shape of a pillar was erected
by the British 1N the early 1900s in the central business district of Thika,

commemorating the founding of Thikaas @ town. The town was givenits status

Rl
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AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORT
APPLICATION FOR CONFERMENT OF CITY STATUS TO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

by the governmént gazette in 1924. Thereafter it was elevated to a municipality
when Kenya gained independence in 1963, and the first mayor was chosen in
1968. Those days, in Thika town, there were not more than 10 cars.

Figire 1 Chanin B}‘Féfgg in'the ﬁf&:i Municipality (Source: Field S:bwr:;; June 2024)
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AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORT
APPLICATION FOR CONFERMENT OF CITY STATUS TO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

_ with iron bars on either side. The pool of water ran quietly before suddenly

gushing into a beautiful cascade, the forceful spurt a tranquil, pleasant sound.

In 1922, the Thika Sports Club was erected, and two years later, electricity was
introduced, as was the Thika Water Works. In 1948, the emergence of companies
such as The Kenya Tanning Extract Co. Ltd and City Brewery Ltd, among others,
putting the metropolis on the map. Theo West, a man who ran a big canning
operation in England, decided to expand into pineapple production.

He went into partnership with Herbert's family and in 1949 started Kenya
Canners Ltd, which was bought out by Del Mornte around 1965. International
markets started making their way into Thika, increasing industrialization which
gave birth to the city. Population grew from 4,500 peoplein 1948 to the current
139,853 people (according to the 2009 Census). :

The town has historical sites like the Mugumo Gardens (Section 9 Estate), which
i« named after the giant fig tree where the ancient legendary seer Munga’Kibiro
prophesied. Believers claim that all of his prophesies have ‘come to pass.
According to legend, the fall of the tree would symbolize the fall of British rule .
in Kenya. The British government reinforced the tree to prevent it.from falling

but it split into two parts and fell in two stages.in 1963.
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APPLICATION FOR CONFERMENT OF CITY STATUS TO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

The economic activities within ang around Thika town include industries,
ag_::i_c;ultuce,.particularly in horticulture (exports mainly to Europe) and Commerce,
The main industries include textile (cotton), food Processing (pineapples,

Thikaﬂwﬁiéls}i_l'ﬁﬁ‘l e to Kenya's ‘magical and ‘breathtaking Fourteen 'Fa__l_ls

w_hfi’:h-'-is;.l_ogé"téd:,SS,k{[bffh‘g'e_’tres‘No'rth East of Nairobij off theThika-Garissa Rgaid. :
The'-.-‘Eéuh_r':egrh"-.Ff.-"a'll-:iléf’é“‘of_hg;_[s +0f 14 distinct waterfalls o t é__b_r_-'p'ad__s_e_c':filoh'.,ci_ the
M sAthl'Rw i e is'heed to rehabilitate the place by"iseéuri'ng-fh_et ig

io.shops and-effective environmental clean-ups, which ¢an
the community. |
Field Stervey

Fiilli-ing Thidr My unicipality (Sosoce: Jukae 20)24)
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AD-HoOC COMMITTEE REPORT
APF’LICATION FOR CONFERMENT oF CITY sTATUS TO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

(c) Comparison of Similar Cities Globally
Several cities around the world haye followed a similar trajectory to Thika

Jubail Industria] City, Saudi Arabia
This is one of the largest industrié.‘ cities in the world, devei'oped as a planned
industial hub. Additiohalfy, it’s the home to major petrochemical industries,
ma'nuféjt‘:turing, and energy production, [This City benefits largely’ from well-
deVelobed transport and port facilities, ' T

Sao Paulo, Brazi]

Johannesburg, South Africa ‘

The city was originally established as a mining town, it grew into a major
industrial and financia| center, a strong transportation links, including highways
and a modern airport. And a diversified economy, including banking, retail, and

manufacturing.

I A e i



AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORT
APPLICATION FOR CONFERMENT OF CITY STATUS TO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

Mumbai, India

The city is well renown as the commercial and industrial capital of India, with a
long history of textile and manufacturing industries. It is also @ major port city,
serving as a hub for imports and exports and now diversified into T, finance, and

entertainment industries.

Nairobi, Kenya

Like Thika, Nairobi started as a railway town and grew into a major industrial
and commerciall hub. Nairobi hosts numerous manufacturing plants, export
processing Zones, and service industries and is a key trade center for East and

Central Africa.

Bandung, Indonesia
The city developed as a textile and manufacturing hub in Indonesia and
consequently benefitted from strong transportar.io'n. networks and a skilled

workforce. It is currently-a center for technology and innovation.

Suzhou, China

A_historical city that tr’an_si-_tioned into an industrial hub with manufacturing, .
electronics, and export-driven industries, Modern industrial parks attract.

multinational companies which are integrated into China’s high-speed rail and

port system.

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

The city evolved from a trade and agricultural center into. an industrial
powerhouse. [t hosts numerous factories producing textiles, electronics, and
consumer goods and is a key economic driver for Vietnam, supported by an

extensive port system.

These cities share characteristics with Thika, including industrial diversity, strong

transport networks, and integration into regional and global trade corridors.

il
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(d) LOCATIONAL COnTEXT OF THIKA
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AD-HOC comMM ITTEE REPORT
APPLICATION FoR CONFERMENT OF CITY STATUS TO THIKA MUNICY PALITY

(€) Justification for the conferment of Thika Municipality to
Industrial Smart City status

Kingdom. Before the emergence of Athij River town, Thika’s Position in industria|
deve!c»pment was undisputed.

1." The Mount Kenya University,

2. Gretsa University,

-12 =



‘AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORT
APPLICATION FOR CONFERMENT OF CITY STATUSTO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

3. Kenya Medical Training College (KMTC),

4. Thika School of Medical and Health Sciences
5. Thika Institute of Technology

6. Thika Technical Training Institute

7. Thika Institute of Business Studies

(f) The Rationale of the Assignment
The First Schedule of the Urban Areas and Cities Act provides the services that

a M’unici'pality should be able to prov'ide to its residents as outlined in the table

below to qualify as a city;

Tuble 1: Escutial Services te be provided by the city as per the first schedde of the Urban Areas and Ciries Act

Traffic Contr

Ng; i

e

.. OutdoorKd
sl e .

6 Cemeteries and - "i;-’é‘r’?.y’:“rtéé?'-lie ‘movediaway from

Crématoria: ..:

..i..'., v

- . Libraries C vaitable
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Digital Integration of

Industrial Operations (|

Industrial Operations:

lmplementing
oT) solutions for real

Integration of
-time data collection and analysis to
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AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORT
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optimize supply chain management, monitor industrial processes, and reduce

energy consumption.

Smart Infrastructure: Developing advanced infrastructure, including smart

traffic systems, energy- -efficient buildings, and automated waste management

systems, tO enhance operattonal ef‘hc:nency and reduce enwronmenta! impact.

Sustamabsllty in Manufac’tunng lntroducmg green technolegtes and sustalnable
pr_a'ctlces inindustrial’ operanons to mmgate pollution, reduce carbon footprants

and premote c;rcular economy prmcuples

Workforce Development* Ensunng that Thlka s workforce is equlpped Wlth the:

necessary.sktlls to thrive in a dlgltaliy drwen industrial enwronment through
training prog'rarns in smart manufacturing, robotics, _and other emerg'.ng

technologies.

Public- Private Partnersh1ps (PPP): Strengthening co'.laboratmn between the
go\fern__ment private sectorl, and local communmes to ensure that the transmon
to ‘a Smart City beneﬁts all stakeholders partncuiarly through sustamab\e

in__\restments and 1_nn_cwat|0n.

The objective of this report is t0 ovaltate the current state of -T-hika.'srindti!;trial

and urban systems, identify the key challenges and opportuntt|es in becoming
_an Industrial Smart City, and propose a comprehensive strategy to gunde the
eity’s transformation. These strategies, will focus on leveragmg cutting- -edge
technologies, promoting sustainability, and enhancing the city’s industrial

competitiveness to foster long-term growth and prosperity-

“17 =
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2.2 Mefhodology

Stage 1: Inception
. Mobil_ization/Start-up Meetings
* Identification of Stakeholders and
. Reconnaissance/initiai data collec
* Inception report/roadmap

MITTEE REPORT
CITY sTATUS TO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

Stakeholders Consultation

tion
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Stage 2: Data Collection

Mapping

Secondary and primary data collection and review
Land use, socio-economic survey

Traffic and transportation survey
Community/stakeholder consultations
Infrastructure: Physical Infrastructure survey
Environment survey

Disaster Mah‘a‘gement survey, etc.

Stage 3: Assessment of Existing Situation

‘Sectoral analysis.

\dentification of Gaps
SWOT Assessment R e
Draft Report ‘Maps and Themati‘cSt_lhdj%s-{f

Population Projections

Stage 4: stakeholders’ Engagements

_Stakehoiders’ meetings
‘Public Participation

Stage 5: Synthesis of Existing Situation and Srakeholder’s Views

Stage 6: Preparation of Report

Proposals and Report Justifications

Stage 7: Institutions, Monitoring and Evaluation

Phasing and Cost Estimates
Institutional Arrangements, Co-ordination, and Framework
Feedback mechanisms

Final Report

-19 -
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CRITERIA 1: POPULATION THRESHOLD FOR THE THIKA
MUNICIPALITY '

“According to" the Urban Areas and-Cities-Act, a town-is eligibie for corAferment

of a city status if the municipality satisfies Criteria of a population of at least
250,000 residents based on the final report Gazette by Kenya National Bureau
of Statistics (KNBS).

=20 -
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PLANS (ISUDPS) FOR THIKA MUNICIPALITY.

Section 56 of the Physical and Lang Use Planning Act mandates the County
Governmentto prohibit or control the use and development of Jang and buildings |
inthe interest of pProperand brderly development of jts area and to consider and
approve all development applications and grant all development permissions,

other urban areas. Every City, Municipality, ang town is expected to Ooperate
within the framework of an integrated development plan.

Mup S: Lhika M, unicipalivy Existing Liad Use Plos (Source: Directospse of Larid Sy riey & Ceorforinatics Kiu b Connty)
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CRITERIA 3: REVENUE POTENTIAL, EXPENDITURE AND/BU DGET
Thika Municipality revenue streams include; Local taxes thatis; Land rates, Business Permits and licences, pollution, waste
and environment charges, parking and transport fees and county equitable shares.

Tirble «: t;.w slatioe Risdlies for FY 20183019 ta 2022/2023 and projoctiva for Py 202412035

LATIVE.REVENUE PER.
2:./2025 FUR mu{

CUMIJ
RUJEBTIONS FDR 20

~{r305277073 A5, | PRO
- | AT MARCH zuz

= Agpmﬁ?ﬁSe nn

mw
l.'-, .

:.- E P ..».Jx.ui'r;rr"__ Ko
ﬁ:@ Ll 3 i o
g sl =\ ) nRre __
nfgrtemgtﬁ.and Ocn:upa iu:}_a . : =-‘ £
i' 2‘“"‘“

1-««-1-,-1- v-w(_q; .

; %gam,l,__n_ @I0gEa : - S92 37,572,937
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“Fees 18507 769,080
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CUMULATWE REUENUE PER MANAGEMENT UNITS FO ]
PRDJECTIUNS FOR 202&!2025 FOR TH]KA

- | F¥2022/2023 AS |- PROJECTIONS ; |
% | AT MARCH 2023 |
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=i

i Y. 2008/3019 s 202202023 and projetion fir IFY 302412035 Sonrce: T and Feonmmic Phinseing Departmene. Kb i)

Hilide 5- Fapeseliaine

i
} )

From the financial analysis, Thika Municipality collects enough revenue to sustain its expenses and operation.
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CRITERIA 4 CAPACITY TG GENERATE SUFFICIENT REVENUE TO SUSTAIN ITS OPERATIONS

“KENYA INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS -
PROVEMENT PROGRAMME (KISIP I

From the financial analysis, Thika municipality has the capacity to generate sufficient revenue and sustain its operations.

-3~
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CRITERIA 5: PROVISION OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES AS PER
SCHEDULE 1 OF THE URBAN AREAS AND CITIES ACT 2011.

a)  Planning and Development Control

Thika Municipality has a well- established section for p[annmg and development

control which is charged with the responsibility of undertaklng all planning-

related matters for the sub-county. Having hosted a municipality before the

devolution, the town can offer planning and development control services to

the residents.

The section is mandated to receive, vet, approve or decline development
applications for any development belng undertaken wnthm the municipality.
In addition, the section is mandated to develop-._and lmpiement development
policies and regulations for all the zones within the Municipality boundaries.
- Further, -the section advises members of the public on all physieai planning
and deveiopment matters. It also enforces development regulations within the

Viummpallty boundary to ensure full compliance.

Plannmg is a devolved function as per the Constttut[on of Kenya 2010. Planning
and development control is undertaken at the (Municipality Physical Plann[ng
_ Offices). The department has adequate technical staff that carry out routine
‘monitoring and evaluation of ongoing developments There existtwo department
vehicles that serve the municipality, however, with the deployment of staff to
municipalities there will be a need to get more vehicles that will be adequate for

planning enforcement.
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Figure 6: Developmeit applicarions approved for the Municipalit for 2023 aid 2024

Development Applications for the Year 2023/2024
y @ Subdivisions

@ Single Dwelling Approvals

© Amalgamations

@ Change of Users

® Architectural Approvals

@ Architectural Amendments

@ Regularzation

@ Extension and Renewal of Leases

b)  Physical Infrastructure
The municipality can effectively and efficiently deliver services to |ts resudents
as evidenced by the availability of physical infrastructure. The followmg is an

account of the mfrastructure facilities in the Thika Municipality.
Railway Inf-fa‘str'ucture o '

The Mummpa[lty Is;serviced by a railway line (wrth plans to add a passenger light
rail to Nairobi).
Eigure 7: An inser showing the lication of Thika Reiheisy Starion (Sewrce: Departanent of Rorids, Transport, Prblic Warks

and Utilisy Services County of Kinmbu)
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There was an initiative by the Nairobi Metropolitan Service Improvement
Programme (NAMSIP) in Thika Municipality. The initiative was funded by the
World Bank and aimed at improving and developing an integrated transport
system to-serve.the metropolitan areas.

Figuie 8: The rehabilitation initiative for the existing raiheay infrastructure (Source: Kenya Riihoays povtal)

The Programme lnciuded rehabmtating ex:stlng rallway Ilnes and train stations
for commuter transport to and from the metropolitan towns of Nairobi City and
other towns including Nanyuki. It also covered parking areas, access roads to
the rail statiéns, and non-motorized traffic lanes.
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Figue 9: Rehabilisased existing Ihike wtilvity tiack (Satrce: Field Survey, June 2024)

Roads Infrastructure’ ;

The proposed City as a Municipality has also seen the rehabilitation of Kimbo-
Matangi-Murera, Gwa Kairu- Mugutha and. the maintenance of Kimbo- -Kiganjo
Roads. Some of the road projects. undertaken by the Municipality. through
the Kenya Urban Support Programme .between 2018 and 2022 include the
construction of Jkuat Gate A—Uchumi Junction in Juja to bitumen standards,
upgrading of Gwa Kairu Road (1 KM) to bitumen standards and upgrading of
Mugo Kibiru Road in Section 9 to bituminous standards.

L
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Figure 10: Roacs in Thika CBD
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The Municipality is externally serviced by an eight-lane superhighway, a highWay'
to Garissa and the rest of North-East Kenya, and a highway to the central

highlands.

Figitie 1 2: Thika Superhivhway thar comcets Thika to Nutirobi and other Ciuntics (Sawrce: Field suvven, fupe 2024 )
it U] T

D e e

The. _'Natio-n_al.- Gdi{e_:rnmeﬁt through K_enya Urban Roads Authority -(KUBA)
cons;_ﬁucted 2Sﬂkif_6ﬁ1"efre'_ link roads within Thika Town Con's't"-ituelncy in‘a bid -'f_o
decongest the tqwh.é'hd__:éti:-r_ﬁ;iulate théf region’s economy. Phase | covered 10
km from the Dél M_'cih‘té shop -a'_iong the Nairobi-Nyeri Highway through Imani
School, Del Monte'--factory, it then linked up with Oloitiptip ‘Road and joined
Thika Garissa Highway at the BATjunct.ion. T

Phase [l included the upgrading of the BAT-Kiganjo to Kiganjo Corner 1, a link
road that commenced at Kivulini (Kisii Estate) which cuts across Kang'oki and
terminates at Kiganjo Corner 1 while the other link road starts at Engen Petrol
Station traversing through Kiang’ombe to join the bypass at Corner 1, Athena,
behind Kiandutu and Thika Superhighway near the former Castle Industry. The
link road that spans from Broadway High School through Kiandutu was also
constructed, and it links up with the bypass near Athena Estate and the Engen-

-37-
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Kiang’ombe-Kiganjo bypass.

(see attached copy of the list of roads undertaken and planned to be undertaken
by KURA - Appendix KURA ROADS (A-C).

Plans are underway by Kenya National Highways Authority (KeNHA) to undertake
a multi-billion project to decongest Thika town as the government plans to start

 the dualllng of the Thika-Garissa highway. This means that traffic congestion will

be a thing of the past in Thika town if the government expands the busy Garissa

Road into a dual carriageway and constructs several interchanges on time.

The government estimates that it will spend Shs. 5.5 billion for the project
which is expected to have a positive knock-on effect on both the transpert and
business sectors. Expansion of the 15-kilometre road, Wthh stretches from the

. -__Thrka Sdperhlghway to Gatitu Junctlcn Makongem Kisii and Gatuanyaga areas,
_ ' ""|Il_rc f‘L’EShs 3 bl|||0n The lnterchanges at Gatltu Engen and BAT sectlens in the-

£ il f(see attached copy of the list of roads undertakem nd pl r _r}iéd&dbé’dndertaken e

_(see attached a copy of the designs - of the~
: undertaken KeNHA- Appendlx KeNHA THI

: by KeNHA Appendlx KeNHA ROADS (A DJ

'féroposed road pl’OjeCts to be
@ADS DESIGNS (A F)

& addltmn S preposed efforts bY KeNHA t0 Upgrade and- construct major

roads within the Municipality, we submlt the prepesal for- the construct1on of
bypasses in the proposed city that would facmtate movement in:and out of the

cuty without necessarlly having to get into the CBD area. Map 2 lllustrates the

proposed location of the bypass that would facilitate the movement of people

and goods in and out of the city without traversing through the CBD area.

The Kenya Rural Roads Authority (KeRRA), also under the National Government,
is responsible for two class C murram roads within the Municipality, which are

set to be elevated to bituminous standards soon.
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(See the attached copy of the list of roads undertaken and planned to be
undertaken by KERRA—Appendix KERRA ROADS (A-B).

The recent consultative engagements between the County Government and all
the key national road agencies concerning the traffic situation in Thika created
an avenue to appreciate the traffic challenges within the municipality and
consequently provided a platform to come up with possible considerations and

interventions to resolve the traffic menace.

(See attached the letter to the Director General — Appendix KeNHA & CGK
NOTES (A-K)

Mip 6 The "ﬂ-ika'. = Gﬂff.‘f({':.RUr..’d propesed to be dicalled {:_)_o'_ts:njq: Guoogle Larth)
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Figure 1 4: Mukenitgeni Buspuik (Source: Field sirvey, June 2024)

aiy oA
et L

The proposed Thika City does not ha’ye?én_'.éxiSti_ng airport/ai rstrip, however, part

of the Del Monte land reposseslsed by_'_the County Government of Kiambu has
‘been ceded and earmarked for thef:dnstructiém of an airstrip in the near future.
Meanwhile, the Mﬁnicipa‘]ity has a direct linkage to-Jomo Kenyatta International
Airport, through the Thika superhighway and the Eastern bypass to Mombasa
Road. : ; g 5%

Improving urban mobility is among the top priorities of Kenya's Government.
Through the 'pﬁ:ropbséd Kénya L:-J:'r_I_;Ja-iin_.Mobiiityllﬁwprc:wement Project (KUMIP),

the Government of Kenya (GoK) seeks to engage the World Bank in the urban-

transport sector to address urban mobility challenges and gain from the Bank’s
experience in other countries in areas such as creating a conducive environment
for the implementation of reforms and regulatory capacity, developing mass

rapid transit systems, and building capacity, among other actions.

Following the meeting held on 25th May 2023 with the Council of Governors,
Kenya Railways, NaMATA, Nairobi City County and Kiambu County at the
Northern Corridor Boardroom at Transcom House, it was noted that Kiambu

County will be implementing several activities under the project critical towards

L
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addressmg the urban moblltty challenges for the Narrobl Metropol:tan Area. It was therefore agreed that Klambu County will
be part of the Kenya Urban Mobility Ihymve ent Pl’OjI.‘.‘Ct. e

_ The County Government of Kaambu s proposal for the Kenya Urban Mobmw lmprovement Project {KUMIP} for The Thika

Munlupallty is-as tabulated
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KEY X

' ' | __RED | Propased NMT Facilities and Cycle Tracks
_UIGHT BLUE | Proposed Parking Areas
PINK | Existing Railway Slaliun_—-
i fURFLE _Proposed Construction of Access roads.
BLUE | Proposed Storm Water Drain
IFR_E-EM Proposed Projec! Area
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Storm Water Facilities
In the Fourth Schedule, Part 5 of the Constitution of Kenya 2010, the County

Government is mandated to provide storm water drainage services. Urban storm
water management is becoming increasingly important for towns, especially in

developing countries.

Storm water is all the water that runs off the land after a rainfall or snowmelt
incident. This is a natural process but in urban areas, proper infrastructure
needs-to be put in place. Storm water management in Kiambu's urban areas
is important as it controls flooding and erosion, thus replehishing flows into

streams and rivers.

Theextent of storm water drainage becomes particularly apparent when there is
heavy rainfall that floods settlements situated in the lowest parts of urban areas

thereby causing infrastructure damage.

_ The County qu_ér_'h_mgni_:; through the Directorate gf'?ub_{i'c_Wt_i__frks-a'nﬂ Utilities,

has outlined that there }S'-E)&-i:;‘ﬁ_ﬂg_étbl’fh water drainage in all _méijorx.stre_ets within

Thikaas ii'lil;t'-étrafed"in' the photos below. There isan earth-drain along the Kakuzi

and Garissa roads.

The Municipality, through the Kenya Urban Supbort Program, has upgraded
the storm water drainage systems at Landless. Maintenance of all storm water
drains within the municipality is ongoing. However, more investment in storm

water management in built-up areas is needed in Thika.

Figure 15: Newly constructed stori water drainage at foy town dicd by the municipalivy (Souce: Field Survey. June 2024)

3]

i

1
i

e - T



r—1 |

5 -

AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORT
APPLICATION FOR CONFERMENT DF CITY STATUS TO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

Map 10: Storsn water facilities in Thika Municipality at Thika Tawn (Sourvee: Integrated Straregic Urban Devclopinent Plan

ﬁ: Thilka waz)

Elecmclty, Renculanon and Street nghrmg
According to Kenya Power’s January 2024 report, Kiambu County has a total of
968,544 accounts supplled with electri C|ty, 224, 681 of: those accounts betng in
Thlka Mumc:pahty The qualn;y of- pawer supply to the industries and re5|dents
of Th[ka town has greatly improved following the completlon of a 66/11 KV
substatlen n'with two 45 MVA _transformers at Makongem which current[y serves.

60 per cent of the population.

The ultra-modern .facilit,y, constructed: by Kenya Power at a total cost of Kshs
642 million, has adequate capat:tty to accommodate additional power demand
by existing industries that would like to expand their operattons as well as hew
industrial and: commeraal enterpfi_ses

The Thika Industrial Substation Improvement Project under the KPLC speedily
implemented a flagship project to ~develop at least 5,000 MW of additional
generation ‘capacity in 2019. The ambitious plan increased the effective
generation capacity by about 300% from 1,652 MW to 6,652 MW.
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The Directorate of Public Works and Utility Services in the County has installed
several flood masts in Thika which include: 11 masts of 30M high, 15 masts of
15M high and 9 masts of 30M high.

Addtttonally, through the AngazaKiambuinitiave by. H Ethe GovéfnorWamatangl
Thika Munlcrpallty has installed a total of 315 Integrated Solar Street Lights

Frgwr A7 KPLC thamer Datzzbmr (Sourre [G' IC a’r.rm&rrs: fmvmrry 2024) T
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Figuie 19: Launch of Angaza Thika Stect lighting progiam by H.E Wazatiangi (315 Soler Streetlights in Thiku). [Sowrce:

PN
b
Mql 11: Et‘ecﬂ.'ir:'{}_"bim-:géwiw: intluding Potver Reticulation and Transformers within the ﬂ:{f,'.-ﬂkér)d.{fgﬂ (Svrerce:
Df}jédwwr z;?-f Land _S_?ﬁ‘l'-’t.:}f &_Geo-ﬁy’b_maﬁiﬁ Kininb # 'Cm:zg')
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Firefighting and Disaster Management

Fourth schedule, Part 2 of the Constitution of Kenya, stipulates that the County
Government should provide Firefighting and disaster management services
to its residents. Further, the Kiambu County Emergency Fund Act 2013 was
enacted in December 2013. In each financial year, monies contained in the fund
are 0.5% of the: Countles budget

The fund S purpose isto enab!e Payments to be made in-respect of a County
when an urgent.and unforeseen need for expenditure anses for which there is
no. specnﬁc Iegislatwe authonty, and it is for the public interest. Thus payment

may be necessary. to: allevnate 'th"-'-d"'mage loss hardship, or suf'Fenng caused by

unforeseen events.
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Table below shows the status of fire engines in the municipality.

Table 8: Status of Fire engines in Thika Municipality

Serviceable

SEI'VICE&JJ[E

terven on vehu:[e (RIV) i Sarviceabler T TN

M 5= XA \'\— =

1R9JE,IQ§.Jren‘5port,LPublll: Work_s and:Utility:Services. : 1 @il

Fim= e

The municipality provides rescue and emergency services to its residents. It has
a total of 28 staff who serve the Thika, Juja, Gatundu North and Gatundu South

municip'al.ities.

Water and Sewer Facilities

In the Féurth Schedule, Part 2 of the Constitution of Kenya 2010, the County
Governr_gent is mandated to provide water and sanitation services. Thika
| fthrough THIWASCO (Thlka ‘Water and Sanltatlon Company) and
_the prlvate secter has a total of 46 OOO water connectlons that

f‘fo_ ts ﬁ'o

serve a popuiatlon of apprommately 205 OOO resudents out of which 41 000 are

actwe CGHI’IECT.]OI'IS

The total quantlty of water supplled is . approxrmately 40, OOO M3 per day

—-_-*—'FHIWASCOM GP&hahppi‘-&dma iy-gzieeeié)aatnr connections-and 12,000
-_sewerage cennectlens coverlng the Thtka Munlc:palrty and its environs which
* cover.an area. of roughly 254 km. The company has. been relying on archaic
- _mfrastructure ferwwater supply Which was: set up. decades ago and has been
. unable to feed the ever-rising population effee_t__l_ve!v.-;

However, THIWASCO has recently entered a Shs. 15.4 billion partnerships with
the Danish Internat:onal Development Agency (DANIDA) to upgrade and expand
its infrastructure to increase water supply in its area of jurtsdlctlon The pro;ect

-will commence in January 2025 and will span 36 months and help alleviate

water shortages in the fast-growing municipality. Once completed, the project
will involve a large-scale water supply, generating 70,000 cubic meters daily

sl e

e



AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORT
APPLICATION FOR CONFERMENT OF CITY STATUS TO THIKA MUNICIPALITY

compared to the current 40,000, with a projected demand of 60,000 once the
town achieves city status. The project will entail setting up a new dam, expanding
the River Chania intake connection, and establishing a new water treatment site.
Other works will include replacihg and rehabilitat_ihg existing water distribution
networks, rehabilitating existing water treatment plants, and providing new last-

mile connections.

Efforts are underway to get additional water from the Kariminu Il Dam in
Gatundu North Sub-County, which supplies water to Ruiru, Juja and Nairobi.
This will adequately address the water shortage in Thika and boost its quest to

become a city.

(see attached:the cover page of interim detailed design féport that forms part of
the contract between DANIDA & the Government of Kenya - Athi Water Works
Development Agency; Contract No. AWWDA/DSIF/TGWSP/CS/01A/2021-
COMPONENT 1 - Appendix THIWASCO (A-B) -

- Fignre23: Uik Witrer & Sederdge Corupary (Source: Field survey, March 2023)

taier and Seetageil

Viarch 2023 11:30

=g,
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Thika town has a convectional sewer treatment system that was established in
1978 with a design capacity of 6,000 cubic meters. It is however operating atan
exceeded capacity of 8,000 cubic meters daily. [t is important to hote that the
sewer reticulation does not cover the entire Thika Town. Due to the increased
urbanization, the old sewer network has experienced increased operational costs

due. to rislng fuel prices. The pumping generators are expenswe to matntam

and replacement of the worn-out machinery'is expensive. A map of the e><|stlng

sewerage reticulation in Thika is shown below.

Athi Water Services Board in partnershlp with the Mlnlstry of Transport

Infrastructure, Housing & Urban Development, through the Nalrob| Metropolstan "-

Services Improvement Program financed investments in. |nfrastructure and-

service delwery in Kenya’s largest and most economically |mportant urban
conurbation with Thika and Juja townships as a beneficiary. The project involved
installing a sewerage system in Juja and the Southern part of Thika Town.

_Japan [nternatlonal ‘Cooperation._ Agency (JICA) and the Klambu County.?

R Government aim to transform the Kangokl dumpsrte in . Thika, Kenya, by
imp[ementlng Fukuoka technology for waste management The Fukuoka-

"~ method is a final waste disposal site masnly composed of a gas ventlng system

leachate collection and discharge system, leachate treatment system, ralnwater-

collection, drainage system, and groundwater collection and dlscharge system

In this method, a leachate collectron and d|scharge system c:onmstmg of'

stone rubble and perforated pipes are installed at the bottom of the landﬁll
so leachate in the waste layers is promptly drained td the leachate’ treatment
system, and thermal convection occurs due to fermentanon heat generated by
decomposition of waste inside the layers.

In addition, we recommend integrating smart waste management into the
proposed Thika industrial smart city. In the context of smart cities and waste
management, research recommends using smart technologies to augment
waste management systems (Abdullah & Alewesabi, 2018). As societies
continue to grapple with rapid urbanization and burgeoning populations,
waste management becomes an increasingly pressing issue (Shah et al., 2018).

Modern technology has become a pivotal component in addressing the growing

o

. _jjl.o-'-
.
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catalysed by the increasing demand for efficient, eco-friendly, and Sustainable
waste management solutions. A key player in this Movement is the Internet of

,2018). .O_ne_'_:suc_h _recommendatioq is.an loT-based waste -.manag_ement system.
_;:Tﬁ'iﬁ-.inhdvati_\ge- system encomn passes sma rtwaste bins ouitfitted _wit_}fu_-s_e,nsp'rs that

Is:'managed in smart cities.

ta 7 e

ystems also measure th e weight and level of

- €omn \unicating this information to waste management

ty, immutability, tra nsparency, and audit feature sinia

I, and secure mahner, is provi ng instrumenial in enhancing
waste ﬁ'én‘a'g_.é'm'éht-"in _s-hj-art citi.e,s_;_.-‘_(;q;hmad etal., 2021). e '

- 58 -

tor their fil| .I.ev_e_lsl,,a!_leWif;igffc’gﬁr:éé I-time waste ma n_g_gg_r_r_,iei’jﬁ--é_h'dia‘ha'_l-ijE;I' g,

hen-be wirelessly transmitted to a central hub, - |
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according to recycling requirements. Such systems can enhance the efficiency
and effectiveness of recycling in smart.cities, thus accelerating progress towards

a circular economy (Yang & Li, 2020).

One significant challenge encountered by the waste management and recycling
industry is the identification of waste materials before the separation process,
which is often a costly endeavor. The emerg'en'cé of smart waste management
systems, such as recycié.io, aids in overcoming these challenges. This server
less |oT architecture can determine real-time types of source material violations
before waste collection, thereby enabling the identification and rectification
of violations through awaréness.campaigns-or issuance of fines (Al-Masri et al.
2018). : 3 fgte ol ' % st

Figure 24: Kang oki Sewerige Tieatmeit Waiks in lhika Mw.i.ir::}u.dr‘i_;;l (Sorrce: Field .-'rni»':j;*. March 2023}

3 £ z <

-
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Mugutha River Trynj, Sewer Route
This sewer flows along the Mu
Theta syb-loéa’tjbnsin Fs;uir"?_u.- It

Thiririka Riy FTrunk Sewer Route
This flows

,q;fé@-'-;_'tjhsg;..T_hi-r'ir_-iié-é-"-'fﬁ}wfgf;_ later e‘_frjﬁﬁ_;iés,_;im_bj-.;%he}gﬁfércepzqr Trunk

Sewer: it Setves Mi j'ﬁ;%a_ti{fa:_néé&éj_ri;m?b;ai;-_sub{-;!;'"

'_ : ;_;u:c_':_.lé_r acaSh opp‘ing E;ér_l:teﬁj:hFéUglj_bﬂyate_iahé- -
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River Trunk Sewer which in turn drains directly into the sewerage treatment

plant that is located in Kiganjo Location.

Komu River Trunk Sewer Route

This sewerage trunk line connects from Karimenu Village in the Ngoingwa Area,

cutting across'the Thika Superhighway to Weitethie location on the left. It runs
g natural drain for approximately 10KM and connects
5KM of private land and later

along a normal and existin

to Kamunguti River Trunk Sewer then cut across
g Thika Treatment Works. The sewer serves Karimenu

drain directly to the existin
(Ngoingwa), Komu, Weteithie, Kianjau and Komo sub-locations of Thika.

Yible 8: Sumimnary of the design details for reticulation e truak sewers (Source: Enpironmental Tmpact Assessment Report

for the Thikit and Ruirn Sewerdge Systeni

- NOIOF.~

ZSEWER PIPE:
DIAMETER (MM)

=
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SEWER PIPE
=MATERJAL =

Komu River Trunk Sewer.

‘:‘:.’,591 o ; it
’ ) ujaiReticulatio

Thike'Sdiith

“Reticulation

o \J-'. é'a .Dl'nu-‘.:‘;‘] -

Moy 13- Serverage Retjculztion within 1hiky Town (Sonsce- Integitted] St ategic Urban Develap

et 1’!:71};'};- '.Tb'flla. 3
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Muap 14 Showing Sewerige diswibution in Thike (Sauree: Directnnate of Land Survey & Geo-Informatics Kiamby Caunty)

R

{ i

t# |

" Legend
g -Proposed Thika City Boundary |
Manholes '

i r———— Ra“way une
— Existing_Sewer_LIne_ B

i G_dhﬁ&_lfrs e

- i ROAdS” 1

<" Major Genters

Ex Pl |

o e

'P.ostal-S'ei’viICe_é' : o _ iy e

The Thika municipality has wo post offices at Madaraka -Po-st.dfﬁéef which is
located oppo'si:"t_'-é th_é. National oil Iof'f. Garissa Road. Thiké_ post Office, which
is located tow_érd_s-'l{ényatt__al h-ig'hwéy on Uhuru Street, There is also a JKUAT
Chapex Post office within the Jomo Kenyatta University Compound. However,
emergence of technology _has_introduced new forms of communication for
inst-ance.pse_of emails, Short Messaging Services (SMS), phone calls and courier

services, leading to underutilization of postal services.

- 63~
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Figure 26: Thika Pog Office (Savice: Field st

vey, fune 2024)

€ Social Infrastructures

I-Ilf;__a_lthc_a_l.zje_faci‘l_il;ie s, Angb_ula-ne_.e;.s.ez;yices, Cemeteries and relared Services

Of the: Constirution
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Map 15: Health facilitics within the Thika Municipality (Sowrce: Dircctorate of Land Survey & Geo-Inforinatics Kiambu

Co':m{){)

HEALTH FACILITIES, PROPOSED THIKA CITY ' N

~ MURANGA
/ :
3 ,

s, ! & ’3“:" nY

MIEUOSTITAL R

i ; B
3 TINSICE. N T L@

N B i it Cni“cjr:\-n_r._gﬁfﬁ B

______

(& Health Faglitics
Rivers n _
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| = Rzl Lime b
i Mjor Roads . "
 Minor Roads ' & /
——— Courours, i _
ijuhmwm N _ q - g 7, B

' L_i{ | Proposed Thika City Bowadsey | % } il S TR A

i

Funeral Parlours, Cemeteries and Ambulance Services... . . _ :

The Municipality has several ambulances in the County Government healthcare
facilities, Thika Level V and Gachororo Health Centre. There are several others
from private hospitals within the urban area. They provide 24 hour services to
residents in emergency situations easing their movement to medical facilities.
As recorded by the County Department of Health, there are 6 cemeteries and

burial grounds in the municipality.

There are two funeral parlours in the urban area General Kago and Bishop Okoye
Funeral Homes. In addition, there exists one crematorium in Thika town that is
owned by Indians. Thika War Cemetry where the 2nd World War soldiers were

buried is well preserved with regular maintenance.
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Figure 29: Public ¢ metery i Thike Weer Cemetery. (Sonrce: Field suruey, May 2023)

Yricral Hﬂ'.;hr i Yﬁ;l{?z.'- Afrr.«'zia}?rrfi{y (Sattzve: Ficlef furvels M,

N

Education Facilities B : 3
Kiambu County has 1,843 Early Childhood Development (ECp) teachers, 21,090
primary school teachers and 3,479 >econdary school teachers with a teacher-
pupi!/student ratio of 1:40 for ECD, 1:38 for primary schbols and 1:25 for
secondary schools.
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Access to affordable, accessible and high quality education provision childcare
(preschool and school age) can ptay a significant role in children’s development
and 'positively influence 'school- readmess future educatiohal attainment,
econom!c participation and health. ‘Universal, high-quality education and care,

not only beneﬁts the whole population butcan parucularly beneﬁt children from .

ik

b+ A H

the most disadvantaged backgrounds. : : L

eI UL _hrrmngi Spnaice: Fsc&'f surve), Drmm’m .?U.Z—f)
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Colleges .

‘Nop- Formal

Medical Teaining College
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lable 11: ECDPrimary Schoots Entobment it 2023 within Thika Municipalisy (Spysce-
Depaitrmenr of Education, Gender, Culture and Social Services)
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Tible 12: Private [J{EJMr)' Schaols in the Municipality .(S;:;;g;e: C'aw-r_z)f Dircctor of .E'cfur;ra;far;)
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Karibariti .~
Kianjau .
Thika School For Blind
Husﬁifal
Thika Pr:mary
GeneralKago
..!{l_b‘,o.!fo. s
GRS" . - En
Sti:Patricks .
Starehe . _
Bahati
ThikaMuslim *
- Joytown

Gachagh .-

— i ﬁaﬁ
.A'th'e_.-na-' S f: ok g ,3
Kimuchu i ki
K’en)iat'{a’_" T U,
‘.'M'c'l_l.ln‘t?;lin_.hfiévf._ oy i e :ﬂﬁ cj,.T-ec- opa
'Kiganjnl g '
kgmehu el . o
Gatuanyaga '

Maria Magdalene'

Gatuanyaga

Komo.
Mbagathi .

Maganjo
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Lable 13: Public Sr}c_’mx_[;}.j' Schools within the Municipality (Sewrce: Counry Director of Education)

‘Murera Star SR oo Kimuchu Mixed Day.

St Paul Gatuanyaga ‘

~ Magogoni
Kenyatta

Broadways
"‘uhikaing‘h_.

Rk b

Charila Glrls High 4
I.Maryhlll Grrls_: g £

" K‘a_‘_l‘;fﬁénj‘s 1nll:i

“ -St-wgu‘gus‘ﬁne-‘sﬁﬁq
il Trlkha Glrls
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Map 16: Education ﬁr-;!itk; within the-Lika Minicipativy Sunret, Dirccsortie of Land Suregy & Gro Infornutrics Kt Corpniy)

EDUCATION FACILITIES IN THIKA MUNICIPALITY
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Financial Infrastructure

There is a network of commercial banks and Sacco’s which makes the municipality
a financial hub. These banks include Equity Bank, NIC Bank Barclays Bank,
K-Unity Sacco, Jamii Bora Bank, National Bank of Kenya, Metropolitan Sacco,
Standard Chartered, Co-operative bank, KCB, Family Bank, KWFT, and a network

of Saceo’s and other Non-Banking Financial Institutions (NBFIS).

The banks provide reliable and affordable credit, to facilitate economic
development and the creation of jobs. Sacco’s offer credit with rates that are
below the presiding market rate therefore increasing credit flows to support
local businesses, espeqally small--and. medlum stzed businesses (SMEs), in

times of economic downturn.

Figuie 34: Bunking Fac :!zm: in Thika Municipality (Seurce: !‘.da survey, May 2023)
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Recreational and § porting Facilities
Thika municipality has conference facilities provided by hotels such as Kenya
Training. & Conference Facilities, Senate Hbt_el, Seagul Hotel, Eton Hotel,

Figure 35: Reballiiarid 7 v Stadian, by HE Givernor Wimings (Somrce: Field vy May 2024)

37t T
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Cantrol Act 2018 esta

producnon sa[e dlstrsbutlon 'consumptlon and outdoor advemsmg of alcohohc._
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bh hed a fr amework for- hcenstng and regulatlon of the

1

The Ac:t establlshed a Dlrectorate whose funct1ons ‘are to coordinate the

estabhshment lmplementatmn and operations . of ‘alcohol treatment and

rehablhtat!on facilities

and: programmes Section:5 (2) (e) of the Act mandates

them to undertake research on alcohol-related matters and disseminate findings.
Further, the Third Schedule of the Act outlines L|cenc:e Fees to be paid by bar

owners.

The Thika municipalit
Campaign on Drugs

y works closely with security agencies, the National
and Substance Abuse (NACADA) and other Non -

Governmental Orgamsatlons (NGOs) to ensure the enforcement of laws

concerning the prevention of sale and rehabilitation of users of drugs and

substances.
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crime'in the

ban area.

Moreover:+priy
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APPLICATI

FLE the Gavernor Wit tdilgt (Suitree: Lield surecy, Sepreinber

Figure 38: Newly € ~omstricted Makongeii Shesghter Huzse by

attoirs: as il lustrated in the

the Thika muniéipality has 11 privately owned Ab

table below: - Ty

Lable 15:A!;ariqf:i&;;d.r.{af.rrg?’}f:.m‘zw_:}aé"é}/:}}bz‘n the Municipality (Sotrc D-‘j““.r‘.’”‘”‘."fﬁg?’f}ﬁf;ﬂ.:?m, Liveshok = J'Fﬁbeﬁgf;,
]\’__F'dmﬁf_: Cf}:m:?). : y f 3 ¥ ; :
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a - “3bovies

Markets

Trade and Market Act was enacted to give effect to paragraph 7(a) of part 2
of the fourth schedule of the constitution to promote, license and regulate
industries, trade and markets. The Department of Trade is the key stakeholder
as it's the custodian of all market infrastructures in the County. All market
improvement and drafting of relevant regulations, such as market policy for

efficient operations, are undertaken by the department.

Market Commi'ti‘ee

AII markets within the municipality have a market committee with the traders’
representative’ selected by traders operating in the markets. Currently, there
are no clear guidelines on their qualification and terms of services. Their key
role is the link between the county government and traders operating in their

respective markets.

Street vending provides employment to many residents and plays a significant

_role in urban city life. However, there is a need to.integrate -hawkers into urban
planning byséttlng up_adequate and accessible o_pién:air markets. This will
expand the revenue generation base in the municipality.
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CRITERIA é: PUBLIC'PARTICIPATION

Public participation is the process where individuals, government and non-

~ The Constitu_t_-i_oh of Kenya 2010 Article 174 (c) provides that one object of
"'.‘d_evolution is;_:i-f_‘to give powers of self-governance to the people and enhance

heir participation in___the exercise of the powers of the State and in rnakihg

~directly or through their elected representatives.” Article 10 (2) a, b and c

- outlines the national values and principles of goverhance to include; democracy

and participation of the people; inclusiveness: good governance, integrity,

transparency and accountability.
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Article 174(d) stipulates communities have the right to manage their own affairs
and to further their developrﬁent Article 184(1) provides that national iegisiétion
shall provide for the governance and management of ‘Urban Areas and Cities
and shall provide for the partlcupatlon of residents in the governance of Urban

Areas and Cities.

Thika Industrial Smart. City public participation commenced on 8th July to
12th July 2024. (Program annexed). The sector groups identified to givé

recommendations w'ere; '

Natlonal Government Departments

Infrastructure/Transport/ |CT/Water & Sanitation/ Health
Professionals/Civil Societies/CBOs

Universmes and Higher Learning Centres and Student Leaders

lnformal Sector

a1 SR« W ¢ T =

Sector Groups €g, Rehgtous leaders

9. Ward based groups (Grass Roots)

The various groups were also invited to send memoranda  via Email
i e.on or before 12th July- 2024 to. enhance pubhc

partlcapatlon Below are the recommendations presented on the respective

dates; -

- The followmg were the key thérnatic areas that the residents pointe’d out for

lmprovement durlng the pubhc participatiOn exercise:

Physical Planning

The residents of Thika noted that there is a need to embrace proper planningto
mitigate urban- reiated issues such as poor drainage, allocation of cemetery land,
completion of the stadium for the public to access during National functions,

urban renewal and regeneratlon in the CBD.

Environment, water and sanitation _
The residents noted that there is inadequate water supply and reticulation
in Thika owing to the increased urban populatlon over time. The blocked

drainage systems pose environmental risks, especially during heavy downpour.
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Additionally, some areas have nonexistent drainage works and sewer lines raising

environmental concerns and the prevalence of waterborne diseases.

Waste Management

It was noted that Kangoki dumpsite lacks proper management which has seen
cartels abuse its utililzation. Further, it has beeh noted that there is vandalisation
of equipment and offices which continues to ail the county’s scarce resources.
Children are continuously abused as garbage pickers thus a need for monitors
to ensure that children are not involved in such activities. Kangoki dumpsite is
also a subject of land grabbing where 5 acres of the 126 acres remain for waste

and garbage disposal.

Childcare _ y

The children’s department noted that childcare fa'cilit.ies have been neglected by

the county government in informal settlements. Thus, we need to improve water |

and sanitation to ensure children live in a clean safe environment which ensures
they remain healthy and free of infections. There is also a need to have the said

chlldcare centres weli -regulated to safeguard the r1ghts and welfare of children

in Thika.

Security and Enforcement

The enforcement arm of the government noted thatin support of the conferment,
the crime rate is expected to go up and to aid in enforcement, it was recommended
that street lighting be installed in the streets and nieighbourhoods In support
of the police, there was a request to prowde vehicles that would aid in prompt

responses to emergenmes and security distress calls.

Penal and Correctional Facilities
Thika prison has been noted to be congested and the land where it is located
has been grabbed. There was a proposal to relocate the prisons from the CBD as

there is no adequate space to hold the remandees and convicts.

Road Infrastructure/Transportation
The residents emphasized the need to unlock the traffic congestion within Thika

CBD by dualling the Thika Garissa Highway, and provision of overpasses at Gatitu
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Junction, BAT Junction, Bidco Junction, and Muguga Junction. Additionally,
have a Bypass road at Gatuanyaga - Munyu road to ease traffic from the Thika-
Garissa highway. It was clear there is a great need to consider persons with
disability by providing for protected NMTs. There is a need to ensure all feeder

roads are motorable even during heavy downpour.

Health Services .
Thika Level 5 was recommended to be elevated to Level 6 owing to-the_ high
inter-county population and referrals it is serving. It was noted that it is under-
equipped in terms of staff, médicafion, and modern machinery.

Informal Settlements
There was aneedto exped:te the titling program to ensure residents have access

to ownershlp rlghts

Digital/ICT Connectivity
The youths of Thika. -expressed the need for Dlgltal ICT hubs to empower them
inrealizing their econornic rights g il P

Water Supply/Sewer Cannectivify
Some estates such as Gatuanyaga, Salama, Landless, Ngomgwa require piped

water supply and sewer systems

Street Lxgh_ting _ _ _

The CBD and most estates recjuire street lighting especially now that solar
lighting has been commissioned by H.E the Governor. This will i improve security
within the estates and enhance 24 hour economic to the business sector.

Trade and Markets _ .

The informal traders within the main stage and the CBD supported the Thika
Industrial Smart City elevation and proposed that there be an official allocated
area/zoning for them to trade away from the CBD.

Education
The residents of Ngoingwa and Gatundu noted that there is only one public
primary and secondary school that cannot fully support the children population
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within these areas. It was recommended that additional public schools be set up

to serve the areas.

County Levies

The residents were concerned whether there will be an increase in county
operations levies after elevation to city status. It was indicated by the adhoc
committee that the levies shall not increase and if they increase it will be minimal
and commensurate to service provisions to the residents which was highly

supported.

Conferment of Thika Industrial Smart City was highly supported by the residents
of Thika Town where some attended the public participation in person and others

submltted written memorandum in support

To support thIS hlghly notable key area for 1mprovement annexed herewith is a

. report of the various sector groups that attended the public participation from
_-'-!'Sth-;12th July 2024 at Fountam Bmok hote[ gardens in Thika mumapallty
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In the mumupallty various engagements have been undertaken to. involve
citizen partlmpatlon for instance, during the preparation the County Spatlal
Plan, preparation of the County Fiscal Strategy Paper, preparation of the County
Integrated Development Plan, the formulation of Regulations for the Valuation
and Rating Act, the Integrated Strategic Urban Development Plans, identification
of community needs for roads expansion projects and preparation of Alcohol
and Drugs Control Act 2018.

Further, the Directorate of Public Pamcapatlon often seeks to get the public’s

opinion . by organising pubhc Barazas, engagmg ofﬁqals of residents and

-ﬁElghbourhood assocuations in the munlc1pallty are also cntical in physncal :

planmng processes and decision- maklng

(Annexure — pul;_rlic__part:mpatlon re’pqrt)

5 fUture generatlons.'
'County Spatial Plan d|

F bt Uy e

| g rowth by mcreasmg dens:tles in the CBDS, h1gh a‘nd medlum densnty resndentlal

i

-"'5-and cemmercmizenes B SR A TS R e

" This pollcy prevndes bUIld hg regulataons that |ncrease ‘plot” ratuos to. any

iy upcomlng developments thereby lncreasmg the densities. o accommadate

the rising urbanlzatton in Thlka mumapahty This is in line with the argument
that compact c;1t|es are the most sustamable urban forms and involves the

promotion of urban regeneratlon, the revitalisation of town centers, restraint = .. ="

on development in rural areas, higher densities, mixed-use development, and
promotion of public transport and the concentration of urban development at

public transport nodes.

There are many benefits of the compact city model over urban sprawl, which
mclude. less car dependency thus lower carbon emissions, reduced energy

consumption, better public transport services, increased overall accessibility,
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and trading activities.

Thika Municipality has adequate space for expansion including the Delmonte
land and other undeveloped expansive areas as illustrated in the next figure

éttached.

Ligure 41: An illustrating of wvailable lund Jor future expansion (Souce: Field w&‘é?@?{)

1 .

CRITERIA 8 - SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
Part 2 of the fourth Schedule in the Constitution of Kenya 2010 explicitly
provides that the County Governments shall be responsible for; refuse removal,

refuse dumps and solid waste disposal.

Kenya Vision 2030 recognizes the need for efficient and sustainable waste
Management systems to be established as the country develops into a newly

industrialized state by 2030.
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strategy which will assist the counties and other institutions to be a 7R-oriented
society, by Reducing, Rethinking, Refusing, Recycling, Reuéing, Repairing and
Refilling their waste, towards compliance with the Environmental Management
and Coordination Act of 1999 and Environmental Management and Coordination
(Waste Management) Regulations of 2006 to ensure a clean and healthy
environment for all, keeping in line with the Article 42, of the Constitution of

Kenya 2010.

Solid waste collectionand disposal in Thika and Jujaismanaged by the Directorate
of Environment. Currently, Thika generates 140 tonnes of waste per day with
60 percent of waste being coHected Waste recovery/recychng is at 30% This
means that 40% of waste is unceﬂec.tecl NEM: ' dlrected all county gevernments

_te destgnate areas of waste d1spesal ahd undertake‘basrc actrons to manage the

and enables its smooth op. ra

A solld waste manageme :_t "r'dl 'y"' is current

Envrronmental legal team to e it easrer to handle the sol[d waste menace

Enwronmental awareness wil a-,_solbe ,created to the members of the pubhc so
as to sensitize the publlc on |mportance of comp!ymg with the pollcles that will

be established.

The private sector also plays a key role in solid waste collection, transfer and
disposal in most residential, commercial and lndustrial areas. However the

sector needs proper regulation.
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Figure 42: Priverie Secrar Tnvolvernent i Wieste Management (Source: Directaraze of MAUD. Thika Smart City Preblic

Participarion Lora)

2 .I"E‘}‘." b .. . > . : - b . . 4 i 5 . s
'q__ijferen_t Categories, thatis: organic, inorganic (recyclable) and hazardous: After .

waste segrégation at the point of collection, there is a proposal t@fi carry out

_i_h:'cfiriératijdfh' of waste at Kang'oki which will enhance garbage management at

the fa cif:it_yt.,

Thiké.'Mijﬁit&'ipélity' solid waste management policy is currently in place to make
it guide and streamline waste handling. Environmental awareness needs to
be created for.the members of the public so-as-to sensitize the bublic on the

importance of complying with the established policies.
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CURRENT AND PLANNED ACTIVITIES
TOWARDS THIKA INDUSTRIAL SMART
CITY BUILDING

INFORMAL SETTLEMENT INITIATIVES
K:I'_SIP:'- Achievements in Thika Municipality

?F::H:._f_?’: fl:_z_':m-ii.ug wird Tenuie Regularizition for the ﬁifm’ufngIﬁﬁ_md[-zsgﬁf&n:éﬁrsﬂ : _

A

adgattlements.

o Ciandate: SWellinlan

2 Math

Table 18 Urbin Infraseriecuere for the follotsing Fiformul Seteleinents.

d D oeTTLEMENT | AMATE | POPULATION |
- (KPHC; 2019) |
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The projects have been financed by the World Bank th rough the State Department

of Housing and Urban Development in collaboration with counter-financing
from the County Government of Kiambu.

Map I7: Map of informal sctlements in Thiby Municipality (Sotrce:

Directorate of Land Survey & Geo Informatics
Lininbu Covnty)

INFROMAL SETTLEMENTS, PROPOSED THIKA CITY N

MURANGA

#  Informal Setdements
Rivers

®  Major Centres

== Railway Live -

~sm=n Major Reads
eran ated Miﬂof m
——— Contours
] Kiambu Subcounties
-} Proposed Thika City Boundary
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BENEFITS OF ATTAINING CITY
STATUS

Increased Investment Opportunities
Achieving city status will make Thika more attractive to both local and
international investors. The recognition brings a level of prestige that can draw

businesses, fostering economic growth and creating jobs.

Improved Infrastructure

City status often comes with increased funding and attention to infrastructure
projects. Thika can expect better roads, public transportation, water and sewage
systems, and other critical infrastructure improvements that will enhance the

quality of life for residents.

Enhanced Pubhc Servzces ] g _

As a crty, Thlka will benefit from more eﬁ"nc:lent and expanswe publlc servnces.
This mciudes better healthcare, educatton sanitation, and, emergency serwces
ensu rlng residents have access to the resources they need for a better standard

of living.

Economic Growth _ W
City status can stimulate economic growth by attracting new businesses and
industries. This diversification can lead to a more robust local economy, reducing

unemployment rates and boosting the overall economic health of the area.

Increased Funding and Grants

Cities often have access to greater fundingand grants from national governments
and international bodies. These funds can be used for development projects,
social programs, and other initiatives that benefit the community. - '

Governance and Planning

With city status, Thika will have a more structured governance framework,
enabling better urban planning and management. This leads to more strategic
and sustainable development practices, ensuring the city grows in a planned

and orderly manner.
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Higher Quality of Life

streets to more green Spaces, the enhancements in infrastructure and services

will create a more livable and enjoyable environment.

Cultural and Socia] Development

encouraging citizens to actively participate in the development and betterment
of their city. ' ' -

Tourism Boost . _
' As arecognized city, Thika can attract more tourists, drawn by its new status and
the improvements that come with it. Increased tourism can further stimulate the _

local economy, creating more business Opportunities and jobs.
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ONGOING INTERVENTIONS BY THE COUNTY TOWARDS
. ELEVATION OF THIKA INDUSTRIAL SMART CITY
1. Affordable housing Project - The County plans 1o construct 25,000

affordable housing Units that will carter for the 200,000 residents of Thika.

2. ghancemdustrlahzatlgn ThecountyhasdelsneatedanExportProcessmg
Zone (EPZ) with over 100 industries employing over 50,000 Kiambu

residents.

3. A suitable modern transport network - The county has also delineated an

area for construction of an alrstrsp which will link to the JKIA.

4 pgré‘diha of |nformai Settlement - The county in part_nersh_ip_ with
National Government is currently upgrading various informal settlements
in Kiambu through by tenure reguiarlzatlon (Klango ‘mbe, Umoja, Klandutu)

. that will encourage growth and improve: standards of living;; 1Ehlhon worth
.. of infrastructure; deveiopment is currently ongomg inUmoja, Klang_o mbe,

Fort Jesus, Bosnia and Misri informal settlements.

5. Non- Motonzed Transoort [NMT) Netwom The county ns deve!opmg 1
Bilhon worth of NMT allow for walkmg, cychng joggmg to improve the
quality of life of residents of the new city. This will help in reducing carbon
emissions from motor vehicles and improve the health standards of the

residents.

6. Solarization of street lights in Kiambu - The county is installing 500 Million-

worth of Solar Street lights to enhance a 24-hour economy and security to

boast the living standards of Thika City residents.

7. Land.Value Capture - By banking on the land endowment in Delmonte by

partnering with investors 1o give value and in return create wealth for the

people of Thika.
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8. Improve provision of health services in Thika - On top of modernizing the

Thika Level 6 hospital plans are under way to do 5 level 3 hospitals to

Serve the influx population in Thika and its environs,

S. Improven of Water st d reticulation - The county in partnership

with national Government is investing 6 Billion in partnership water

reticulation to over 100,00 residents,

10. E i rade and dev nt - The county ‘in partnership with
KeNHA, KURA and KeRRA is Dualling the Thika-Garissa Highway. To open

up the northern corridor for trade

12.:%&_ By upgrading 9 bus parks to be modern |

transit termini linking Thika and the surrounding urban areas to transport

pedple goods and s'ervicr-zsT

Management in Kang’oki land fill.

14. Provision of childcare facilities - The county is constructing of modern

Early Childhood Development Education Centersinall the wardsin Kiambu

County.
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Recommendafions
The following are the recommendations the adhoc committee is drawing from

the findings based on the requisite criteria established in the Urban Areas and
Cities Act 2011 amended 2019;

Sustainable Urban Development

The committee recommends full implementation of the approved Thika
Integrated Strategic Urban Development Plan (ISUDP) to ensure sustainability
in spatial development. The ISUDP envisages that Thika Industrial Smart City
will focus on green spaces, energy-efficient buildings, and renewable energy

sources like solar power.

Sustainable waste management and water conservation will be key components.

Storm water managementand wastewater recovery (Storm water pondé) -'similar

to Konza technicity. Energy efficiency, renewable energy productlon passive’

. des'Lgn.;-str__._att_a_g@s_—._-lntegrate_;:_i Solar:Street Lights and promotlon of use ‘of Solar

Pvsatthe rboftops.

Digital InfraStrucmre

On infrastructure the committee recommends that the county, mtegrates and
embraces dlgltal infrastructure such smart traffic systems, use of geospaﬂal
technology in urban planning and management mainly focusing for effective
and efficient servlce delivery on matters built up environment. Ina addition use
of sensors and technology wﬂl be used for monitoring things like air quahty,

- water usage, and energy consumption.

Public Services

The committee further recommends on use of technology and adoption of a one
stop huduma center service with an agenda of to improving of essential services
such as healthcare, education, waste collection, and public safety. For example,

telemedicine, e-learning platforms,

Transportation
The committee further envisages that the smart city will emphasize smart,

officient, and eco-friendly transportation systems. This will include electric
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buses, bike-sharing Programs, and optimized traffic management using real-

time data and management of non-motorized transport infrastructure in city.

Economic Growth | L

Thiké, being an industrial town, will leverage the smart city framework_'to
attract more businesses, investments and partnership, fostering innovation, jdb
creation, and supporting local entrepreneurs through tech-based-initiatives.

Citizen Eﬁgagemenr
The committee abplauds the County Government of Kiambu for the continued
engagement of all stakeholders in all its activities. The 'Thika Smart City will
‘ intégraté'platforms-that aill_ow citizens to interact with the County government,
pé:rtiéipate-_'in. . Contin_qé'_s-: "stakéh'o!'der engagement is highly encouraged.
Dé(;is’ibh'—makih'g_, ar'rdj.'-ﬁé;éoltt issues through mopbile apps or online platforms.

Figure 43 The bndustrial Mf{{(}rj onc tﬁq‘gﬂ{éfﬁq’qg{r@ﬁgj}_ ol il sl
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Conclusion

The report on the proposed Thika Smart Industrial City presents a compelling
case for the municipality’s elevation to city status. Leveraging the dynamic
variation in information density, the document-highlights Thika’s historical,
economic, infrastructural, and administrative strengths, demonstrating a mix
of high-impact industrial hubs, educational institutions, transport connectivity,

and revenue generation potential.

Thereportalsointerweavescomplexvariablessuch’asurbanp[anning,stakeholder
engagement, economic projections, and infrastructural development, reflecting
the multi-dimensional nature of city planning. The justification for Thika's

upgrade rests on:

i Sir gegic Location — Positioned along the Trans-African Highway, Thika
serves as a trade corridor for East and Central Africa, enhancmg regional
and tnternatlonal commerce. ' '

2. lndustnar Domrnance — With over 1,000 industries, mcludlng agro~

Iprocesslr},g, manufacturmg. and ﬁnance Thlka is_Kenya's second-most

mdustrlahzed town.

& Pooulatlcm and Economic Growth — A population exceeding 500,000,

- coupled with a projected increase, pos:tlons Thlka Gea major economlc hub
for Mt Kenya and beyond. ' '
4. 1nfrastructure & Urban Amenities — The city boasts superhighways, rail

connectlwty, power substations, smart waste management and a strong
educational sector with over ten universities and technical institutions.
5. Public Participation. & Governance — Over 98% of stakeholder’s of Thika

municipality support city status reinforcing the proposal’s legitimacy.

Inconclusion, Thika's transformationintoa Smart Industrial Cityisnotonlyjustified

but inevitable, aligning with Kenya’s urbanization goals;, economic ambitions,
and infrastructural advancements. Its historical parallels to Birmingham (UK)

- further emphasize its potential as a future industrial powerhouse in East Africa.

The committee therefore highly recommend that Thika be conferred City Status
by the Kiambu County Governor upon approval by the County Assembly of

Kiambu and the National Senate.
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APPENDIX 4
THIWASCO (A-B)

COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KIAMBU
DEPARTMENT OF LAND, HOUSING. PHYSICAL PLANNING,
MUNICIFALADM[NSTRAT[ON AND URBAN DEVELOFM[:N‘T

P.O Box 2344 - 00900 Kiambu, Kenya

Tel: 254 709 R17000  Emall: info@Kiambugoke = Website: www.Kiambu.goke  Twltter: @KismbuCountyGov .

—

RCG/MAUD/THIKA MUN./VOL:l/26 EMERAGS r, 13th June 2024

1 \I A =N
The Managing Director :
Thika Water and Sewerage Company
P.0. Box 6103-00100

THIKA

~ RE: DATA ON EXISTING AN'D PROPOSED WATER AND SEWER NE'I'WORK SYSTEM WITHIN
THIKA MUNICIPALI’[Y U'N'DERI‘AKEN/'I‘O BE UNDERTAKEN BY.'THE COMPANY

The above subject matter rcfcrs

; '[11: County Government. of
*Industrial Smact City statu
‘an urban area may be: classi
“the Act. One of the condi

: -.prowdcd for by the Urban Ateas and Citiés Act (UACA) 2011,
2d-as a city if the area satisfies several criteria as stipulated-in
5, as specified in’ section 5, ‘subsection 1. (e} of the Act,

* accentuates the need for efficient and efféctive delwcry of csscnual ;services to its'residents as .

prowded in the First Scheduie including watcr, sanltahon and sollcl waste . managcmenl
services. ;

In line with this, we kindly 'r.cl_-que,_'s_t_\ you to provide us with data on existing and pm{}és'cd
water and sewer network systermis undertaken/to be undertaken by the company within the
municipality. Also, kindly include the data on the cx1slmg and projected near-future

connections to the water supply and sewerage network. This will aid in making more -

informed decisions moving forward ‘concerning the programme.

Any assistance from you wil Do ceciated.
CH\E - FrfC_'E -
/_,—-—-—'—%\_ %
« /7 THIRICIPAL OMINISTE 10N ~ v
K 1740 URBAS OFVELOPA. :t
N AU CCUTTY

"

Ag. Chief Officer - Land;

CC:
CECM - L;md nggms, Physw‘ll Flannmg, Municipal Administeation & Urban Development

r.a{ubu ha.s ‘embarked on clcvahng Th:ka; Mumcnpahty to Thlka :

SRR ||'.".“1'ﬁl'ﬁr:-l?'|k= i
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- APPENDIX 6
KERRA ROADS (A-B)
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The publ ¢ participation commenced ‘on 8™ July to 12% July 2024[Programann

2

\ pr e EEE TR ETITS 1B VRN T3
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APPENDIX 7
Thila Sniart City - Public Pa rticipation Report

JON FOR THE CONFERMENT OF CITY
'AT BLUE POST HOTEL AND FOUNTA

INTRODUCTION S NS N SRR
public participation is a principle of governance enshrined in the Constitition of Kenya'i.e. Article 10 This <onferment exerdise is guided

by the Urban Areas and Cities Act2019The same is.-als{_’s'spearljte'aizl_edE by_\thg:'kd'ﬁéé mfnil;teé_-é's':-'stkrpu_ﬁ't.gd:'_;i}[é_lw nd supp ftEd by

the technical committee from the County Government. 2308

recommendations were; . - 2

a’.]__,Na_t_i_e.f:'nén!-:G;dueri!mehthepaﬁh{znts R -

b): -iﬁfr'aktwhjurelegqsport?_[GrMater & Sanitation/Health’
] rofessionals/Civil Societies/CBOs. N SRR A Bl : :
“d) ‘Universities-and Higher Learning Centres and Student Leaders W, F AR s
e) 'Infoi_-h-lalsec'tor_ AL AT : T R by |- ' Ay Ly
f) - Sector. Gro ps’eg. Religious leaders - . ; 7 "

g) Ward based groups (Grass Roots) = : i

The grotips were also Invited to send memoranda via Ernail thikamunicipality @kiambu. o.ke on or before 120 July 2024 to enhance . .
the public participation. Below are the recommendations presented on the respective dates; B STl sy e l]



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FINDINGS

Physical Planning

The residents of Thika noted that there is need to embrace proper Planning to mitigate urban related issues such as poor drainage,
allocation of cemetery land, completion of stadium for public to access during National functions, urban renewal and regeneration in
the CBD .

Environment, water and sanitation

Children department noted that child care facilities have been neglected by the county government in the informal settlements, Thus
need to improve water and sanitation to ensure children live in a clean safe environment which ensure they remain healthy and free
of infections. There js also a need to have the said child care centers well regulated to safeguard the rights and welfare of children in
Thika,

Security and enforcement

" The _enfgr_cement_arm.‘of..govemme:-.:—ncted—thar‘in ‘Support”of the conferment, crime réte is expecté_d I.to 80 up and to aid in
enforcement, it was-recom mended that street lighting be installed in the streets and neighbourhoods and in support of the police, there
was a request to support by providing vehicles that would aid in prompt responses to emergencies and security distress calls,



Penal and correctional facilities

Thika prisons have been noted.to be congested and the land where they are held has been grabbed. There was a proposal to relocate Cﬁ:‘j

the prisons from the CBD as there is. no adequate space t@ hold the remandees and convicts.

Road infrastructure/T ransportation
The residents emphasized on the need to unlock the traffic congestion within Thika CBD by Dualling the Thika Garissa Highway.

provision of overpasses at Gatitu Junction, BAT junction.'Bidcp-Jun_dion.-Mugu‘ga- Jundtion. Addionally to have a Bypass road at
Gatuanyaga:Munyu road to ease traffic from the Thika-Garissa highway- 1t was clear there is great need to provide for persons with

disability by providing for protected NMTs. There is need to ensure:all 'feeder-'fpads-"ai-'é'ﬁdtbi-'a'bté' even during Heavy down pour.
Health Services ' _ i

Thika Level 5 was recommended to'be elevated to-level-6:owing to the high inter cpuq_ty'p-cspméﬁ_m--aﬁd referrals it 1% serving. It was
noted that it is:under equipped in terms of staff, medication, moderfy machinery. ARG e i o

Informal Settlements

There wasa need to expedite the titling program to ensure residents _ha&-e access to ownership rights.
DIGAVICT comnediily . T ST T _
The youths of Thika pressed the need for Digital ICT hubs to empower thiem in realizing their economic rights

Water supplylsewer connectivity
Some estates such as Gatuanyaga, salama. Landless, Ngoingwa require piped water supply and sewer system respectively
Street lighting

The CBD and most estates require street lighting espedially now 'th_at'sdlar lighting has beeh-_comrniss‘ionéd by H.E the Governor. This
will improve security within the estates'and enhance 24 hour economic to the business sector. :

il

8
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Trade and markets

The informal traders within the main stage and the CBD supported the Thika Industrial Smart City elevation and proposed that there
be an official allocated area/zoning for them to trade away from the CBD

Education

County levies

The residents were concerned whether they will be an increase in county operations levies after elevation to city status. It was indicated
by the adhoc committee that the levies shall not increase and if they increase it will be minimal and commensurate to service provisions
to-the residents which wash ighly supported. '

CONCLUSION

To support this highly notable key areas for improvement, annexed herewi,th-i.; a report of the various sector groups that attendance
the public participation from gth.]2m July 2024 at Fountain Brook hotel gardens in Thika,



ANNEXTURE

Various departments were represented e.g. C
Department of correctional f
by Thika Prisons, National Y

DAY 1—8™JULY 2024 -NATIONAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

acilities (probation and after care services
outh Representative and the Jua kali sector (arti

ounty Commissioner, Huduma Center. Nat
)., NTSA, Children Department,

sans) and a representati

jonal Council For People With Disabilities.

Kenya Prisons Services represented
ve from Nation Media Group.

[me.

PROPOSALS (KEY AREAS) |

RECOMMENDATIONS

"ACTORS

“TIMELINE | -

i

Proper ' physical . planning:

to be implemented -in
accordance  with the
physical and land use
planning laws.

The representatives were in agreement that
there needs to be a well-established plan for
the city for the following reasons; '

' to mitigate poor ~drainage systems

within the town and the estates.

for allocation of cemetery land asit was | -

‘Department - ‘of

noted that Thika has a shortage of | .

cemetery land.

completion of stadia so that tﬁe_ public.

can access especially where we have
state department = (5) organized
functions eg. Day of the African Child
allocation of land for an industrial hub
for the informal jua kali sector case in
point Catuanyaga. Ngoliba and
Muguga for the artisans to operate from
and display their wares.

Physical Planning |-

TON/A

il

-
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The issue of change of user should also
be considered in relation to freehold
and leasehold and how payment of
rates affects the respective properties,

Hawkers should be allocated facilities
they can operate from instead of
operating from the streets. This will
discourage criminal activities which
pose security threats within the town.

2.| Environment and.

Sanitation

It was noted with a lot of concern that
Kang'oki dumpsite is a hub for criminal
activities and abuse of children who are
recruited into ' garbage sorting by the
people in  the "garbage collection
business. This exposes them to health
risks and also exposure to drugs and

‘substarice abuse,

It was also recommended that the

- management of Kang'oki is established |
as there is no accountability of the illegal |

activities that Happen at the dumpsite.

In the informal settlements, water and
sanitization should be prioritized so as
to give our residents especially the
children who are considered to be

members ‘of the sodety a healrhy

environment fo play in.

‘Greening of the city will give Thika a
beautiful aesthetic. This also promotes
cleanliness of the city.

TBA

N/A




w

I Child Care

¢ The children department. noted that
child care facilities have been neglected
by the County government and thus
recommended the following:

¢ It was'noted that most day care centres

. are in the informal settlements and thus
improving water -and sanitation will
ensure children remain healthy and free

~ from infection. .

e :Increase ‘of government “child care
0o warkers to ensure smooth runnlng of
. ::thersaid: centers. LI
y.There: is a .need:to |dent|fy which
: mstltution shall regulate these d-uld care
lyo oo celtenss, cntuRec 0 WS

TBA

N/A

4,

Security and Enforoeruent

The enforcement rarm: of ‘government. nated

that in support of the conferment, crime rate
| will go higher.than what we are witnessing. To

address . -this. ' they gave'--- the ~following
recommendations; ;
¢ Install more street Iights within the town
and even in-the estates within the'sub
county to increase security.

(oS Support the police service within Thika

by providing = vehicles to'' enhance
prompt- responses ‘when there is a
security emergency. This mitigates the
. challenge of mobility when responding
“to security issues, -

e On the issue of phys:cal ‘planning.
Ngoingwa has expeﬂenced an upsurge

TBA

N/A!




5. Penal and <o
detention,

6.| Transportation

rrectional

of illegal developments and therefore it
was nofed that enforcement of the

illegal developmen‘tg_i._g.___s{q,g!g_gwelling
v multi dwelling units js lacking from the
County. This Promotes impunity,

* Several government. institutions - have
pledged véhicles e.g. KRA and CDF

The prisons _departm_ent‘. made the following
observations and recoimmendations:
® Thereis a need to allocate more land to
the prisons 'd'epa:tmen_t as even the land’
they. are utilizing is said to have been
* grabbed. This need is necessitated by the
growing number of remandees and

~ convicts who have crowded the Pprisons.
; Thi‘s_.poses._'heél_th-ani:l-'sanll‘atiorl:risks.. :
* . Expansion of the correctional and penal
- facilities will rﬁake.adequaté_ room for
trainings for the inmates i.e CBC and
Vvocational training which makes them
Productive ‘members of society once
released. -

TBA

‘It was noted that there is a lot of traffic coming
in and out ‘of Thika: town, thus the following
recommendations were made:

*- A by-pass should be considered along
Muguga to serve commuters who need
not go through. Thika town

. __Ip_alsst&ccommod'atstheﬂw!}s-there-ls'

@ recommendation ‘ to put in place

‘adaptive - public ' transport  for

TBA

N/A

accessibility and easy - navigation,




Memoranda shall follow on the‘

“provided email.

NO. TSECTOR

GROUP/RESIDENTS

ACTORS | TIMELINE

1.|s Improvement

of

road

infrastructure network
(Representative of Happy
Valley Residents Association).

i1

TBA

. 'The.j;bhds .p_uiﬂ'iin the néié‘ifoourhoods
from. Garrissa highway into the landless-

pakjel estate all the way to ACK church
- Glorious - Fountain Acaderny ‘should be

 rehabilitated/recarpeted. ~ The' Adhoc
' :"‘i'.éi'iirﬁitt'ée v:\ia'S'inbi:éi:I_,' fo \{isit_'-the area
* gpe ﬁgal[y pakjel. “riverside, Gatundu

estates 50, as to see the extent of the poor

. road networks. .

1e 1t was also ‘noted _that ~there are |
- preparatory wiorks going on in_terms of

. increasing the water supply.

. The approach to be used in achieving this

" wetld be to use the fow cost approach so
as to demonstrate to the residents that
Thikais “city ready”.

|e A recommendationwas made on using 2

low :cost approach as'we embark on the
conferment O that-action is seen to be
taken.

N/A

- fEm i
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recommendation to

have the Thika Level

V upgraded to a

referral hospital,

(A resident of Ngoliba -
Thika East),

* Have digital hubs in every ward for the
youth. This will alleviate unemployment,

* Kamenu to Gatuanyaga have no adequate
sewerage and drainage works or -non-
existent sewer lines,

2. Improvement  of ' Thika Level V' serves a very high populace
health  services. A from Kiambu, Machakos, Murang'a, and

Nairobi. This has resulted in overaowding
and sometimes residents-may leave the
facility without having seen a doctor due
to the high numbers,

* . There is-a need-for a Government health
facility In Thika east to address the

* Controlled development in Thika East.

to travel all the way to the dty.,

* Uprgrade the already “dilapidated 'road
network by embarking on the ‘proposed
dual carriage and establish other routes
into the city to avoid fraffic which is

_Thika entrance.

overcrowding witnessed at Thika Leve] V-

* Allocation of land for a stadium in Thika’
East to serve the residents and do not'have

already being-experienf.ed ‘at the Gatitu

TBA




3.Kettlement  improvement ' ' . TBA

Lf Kiandutu informal |* There was a request to expedite the
cattlement. process of titling the plots in.Kiandutu.

(A representative of
Kiandutu.) .

4 Establishment of digital hubs There is a need for establishment of digital | TBA
to mitigate the youth hubs for the youth and the community at
unemployment crisis (Thika' largé. i ! oS
Resident) : e .

5. linstallation of sewer lines. Ngoliba ward in Thika East is in dire need TBA;
mproved water supply of this fadilities. "

mprove | security. (A
representative from Ngoliba
\Ward)

nstallation of street lightsto' | .

6.6hoe  makers  (cottage
industry) to have their own
kpace to operate from.

+.Set up of modern rﬁari_c_et_ stalls to assist

the. traders display; their goods in an

. organized way-,.. ; gz 7 i

location

7.|Area  Chief Ngoingwa- - .._..nuating;q{iﬁﬁa__.g'“h@;ng_‘_u roa

d.., . .
m Chania -

Upgrading of murram road fro

'1-3 to Kisiwa Primary all the way to Bob -

Harris.

Upgrade the'feeder roads

Set. up"-another -public primary school.
Kisiwa primary is the only public school
which serves a large community from
Ngoingwa and Mang'u. ‘
Relocation of Thika prisons away from
the CBD

n
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* Installation of street lights in the estates
) to improve security.,

Recovery of grabbed public’ land for
public utilities for markets, schools and
modern open air markets.

Relocation of Thika stadium to create
space for parking and hawking spaces.

Connedtion of the Ngoingwa area to a
sewer system.

Upgrading of Karibaribi dispensary to
level 3 hospital. )

There is also a need for another
Secondary Public School, :

8.Assistant  Chief Ngoingwa
ocation -

Land  buying ompanies in  Thika
specifically Kiganjo and Kisiwa are
delaying in issuing Title deeds; Most )
owners have share certificates. Thus :
sensitize these companies to issue Title
deeds, .

Have modern jua kalj stalls.

Consolidation of psv parking

Automate Thiwaseo ~bili “mieter reading.”
There are concerns where bills are inflated

unjustifiably.




9| Professional body (ICPAK)

Tosubmit memorandum to the email
provided. _
Improved water supply to reduce water
rationing. - Ll
Tarmacking of feeder roads within the
estates : = :
Review ‘or update, of  parking ‘fees,
licenses. rates, will they be higher or
remain the same? -, ;

County - officials/collectors should - stop
harassing professionals for licenses as the

. license -fees are paid to the professional

bodies. Eg accountants pay'to ICPAK: This
is well catered for in the law.

100 Media representative

To submit memoranda’ -

11| Chairperson Jamofosta
Residents Association

« The County Government
should reclaim all grabbed
public land. '

Upgrade .moi_market to make .it more
habitable and ‘convenient to trade from.
Also, ‘there are many storey  buildings

"~ coming tjj:i__"'sé,'_rvin”g'l'_'__as'i‘go_stels:'which-wfll- :

lead to phasing out of the market

The old county houses have extensions
to accommodate. the growing families
and has resulted - in ~many having-
extensions. These houses need to be :
modernized . through . the affordable
housing concept to reflect the modern
society.

)
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* Water supply should be expanded to ’
meet the demand of the growing

Population.

TVETS should be fully funded by the
County Government so that the youth
can be able utilize the institutions fully,

* Road network js dilapidated especially
within the estates, There is a need to
rehabilitate the roads,

* Thika level V hospital lacks capacity in

. terms of staff, wards, equipment, beds

thus failing to meet the needs of the

- public.-It ‘is-proposed- that ‘the same be

elevated to-a referral hospital to-serve
the public.

* The drainage and sewerage s&nems are
ancient and need a proper upgrade to
accommodate the growing population.

L

* A representative from | Proposed that a bypass be set up at the
Athena : goat selling point at Gaitu to address the
traffic challenges when entering and
exiting Thika town, :
e _Thece.is.pub!io!and-tha:—Es-avaﬂab;‘e*ﬁor'
putting up a hospital - in. Athena,
Currently they have no hospital.




Water supply is not enough for the
residents in Athena thus it should be.
expanded. )

Thika main stage should be revamped to
meet the dty standards. -

The department of physical planning to
ensure old buildings comply with the set
current standards to give the dty an

aesthetic look.

13l A representative  from
Institute of Surveyors of
Kenya.

Submitted a Memorandum
on behalf of the professional
body and made highlights on
the same.

More funds to be allocated for better
service delivery. 3 %
Challenges ~of = having a' dty eg.
Governance, transition, | identity,
intrusiveness, perception, political milage’
etc . P
Legislation to be implemented .-
Feasibility study to be conducted
Improvement of transport- e.g dualing,
interchanges at Gatitu, NMTS, upgrading
to bitumen standards - { W e
Slum improvement

Thiwasco expansion :
sewer line upgrading and installation
Board autonomy for better governance
Managemet of Kan'goki dumpsite
Cemetery relocation

Creening

Protecting and reclaiming public land

i
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Fixed boundaries of al| parcels within the
city

Cooperation between ISK and the County-
Government of Kiambu

ProPerty_ tax revision

representative of the
ergy Kisii Estate

Issuing of titles-to Kisii residents since
they are not able to pay rates,
Internet connectivity for the public.

15

Resident of Gatuanyaga

Upgrade ‘transportation to have Thika
Train station, 3 .

Have alternative public transportation
i.e. train stations

-Hawkers to be relocated

Garbage and Waste-management to be
addressed -

- Upgrade of informal settlements

Improve water _supply ‘and . water
reticulation _

Utilize natural wells

Decongestion of schools eg Gatuanyaga
Secondary and primary School

16

A representative of the
Happy Valley Residents
Assodiation,

Improve infrastructure i.e tarmac roads

* Improve water supply

Reclaim public land for public utilities to
serve the community,

~Greening of the dity by planting frees,

protect the riparian lanids.
Waste man agement




17‘#\ representative of
-ormmunity-based
organization Hedi
Trust.

ldentify public utilities for children to
play e

Set up more public schools espedially in
areas where they are lacking eg Ngoigwa
Construct community halls.

Garbage: collection systems to be set up.
to safeguard the environment = .
Improve the roads infrastructure.
Controlled development to. ensure we
have ‘no’ clubs or ‘liquor ‘stores and
entertainment spots in thé estates

/ Civic education of Thika industrial smart

city to inform the residents -

The blue pririts and plans to be b'_‘ifég'yided
to the residents for perusal and input.

18Representative from Chania |

Residents Association

Areas 1dentified for NMTs: ‘makongent-

Ngoingwa-Jomoko-Albizia-Mpesa

Foundations-Mary Hill,

These areas were identified owing to the
large work force sl
NMTs to be implemented from

‘Makongeni - to  Jomoko - which - ‘are

environmentally friendly.walkways -
Relocation of Thika stadium - 1
Upgrade infrastructure of Public primary
and secondary schools

Building approvals should not be given for

buildings that don't have ‘basement

parkings.

m
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* Sewer line connection to be set up in Kisii,
and Barracks

24 Chief Rosemary Karemenuy *  Installation of street lighting for security

location made the purposes.

following * An extra county school should be set up

recommendations especially a boys secondary school|

* Tarmacking of all weather roads

* Construction of a public health facility to
cater for the residents of karemenu

* Set up a public primary school for the
children in Karemeny

*  Establish county industries for for value
addition of farm produce for the farmers
in the area,

». Establish.a dairy factory - '

*  Establish digital hubs for the youth in the
area i :

= Construction of a stadium for the residents

5 g
o 4

I

DAY 3-10™ JULY 2024 INFORMA SECTOR, RELIGIOUS LEADERS

The informal sector included; hawkers asso_daitfdn. Juakali association, Taxi drivers' association, markets, boda boda association, matatu
association, tuk tuk association, mama mboga. The religious leaders comprised of NCCK, § UPKEM, EAK, KCCB, PWDs,

a
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21. | Thika Resident landless

Sewer line connection to be set up in Kisii,
and Barracks

22. | Chief Rosemary Karemenu
location ‘made the
following
recommendations:

Installation of street lighting for security
purposes.

An extra county school should be set up
especially a boys secondary school
Tarmacking of all weather roads
Construction of a'public health facility to
cater for the residents of karemenu

- Set up a public primary school for the

children in Karemenu

“Establish county industries for for value

addition of farm produce for the farmers
in‘thearea.” ™ 7 ' '
Establish a dairy factory

- Establish digital'hubs for the youth in the

area
Construction of a stadium for the residents

23. |« Thika Main  stage

traders.

submitted an objection to the conferment
‘due “to nion-involvement and adequate

___lnforrr\é_tiop on the proposed Thika
Industrial Smart City for their input.

On the grounds of lack of involvement of
the traders in the planning of relocation or
how they wish to be handled in the
process

No communication on the exercise

1 uEnmd O
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The ad hoc committee ought to go to the
ground for proper parﬁdpatio_n
* Public partldpationétc be'earried out in an
Open space such as a stadium -

Assodiation Water supply should be addressed. There

is a lot of water rationing despite having a

water company (TH IWASCO)

*  Upgrade/install sewerage systems to serve
the high demand.

* Improve the roads infrastructure especially

within the town, main stage and within

the estates .

Equip Thika level V with workforce and

equipment gse;e the public.

Protect ‘the  hawkers from rogue

enforcement officials

Create jobs for the youth, -

The hawke_rs need to know where they

will operate from, L

A proper plan for relocation from the

main stage and Thika

‘Connect sewer lings “for the residents,

Currently the area hasno connected sewer

-+ Jines. which poses health hazard..
*__Install flood lights to improve security,

* Representative of Kisii
Estate




26.°

27.

Rehabilitate roads for easy access to
homes especially during rainy season

Provide sewer line connedtion.

Thika resident-blue’post
area

“Address the deg'dr'\'ggsﬁor'i' at blue

ease the traffic_into Thika and
Thika. ' i

‘Proposed a new dty at I-D:e'lllm:bhte area.

post to |
exiting

Resource center

manager Ngoliba Adult |-

Education centre.

~Modernize ‘the:icenter- and' should be
‘spread’ across Gatuanyaga: ' to' reach as

many residents as possible

" Youth -_ernpowérrnjerit through-sports and
dange e 2 s QT

Canﬂl ructionvof-an ICT hu b.

aye

28.

PWDs representatl_ve’ '

Commercial . buildings - and vaermﬁent

offices . .within . the. . County  to
accommodate PWDs eg entrances. -public

spaces. .. .

- Transport system .to_'_h'a\_g_e;dedi'cated lanes
for PWDs, _
Rumps to be provided in the buis terminus’ _

and stages for easy accessibility '

Haalth fadlities should 'be ‘equipped with
spet.i.a_li;t_';'u?hqHé_a'l;With’dis'aBili;leﬁ. :
Disability registration is becoming a hustl

2.
More health facilities to be facilitated with \ t

R
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staff to enable easy and seamless |
registration, ;

Health fadilities to also_have facilities that
accommodate PWDs such as toilets and
enirances and exits, :
The makongeni bus park is not Pwp
friendly and a visit is to be conducted with
the Thika sub county administrator to
address these concerns

Public toilets to be rehabilitated to
accommodate PWDs

Affordable housing should also make
allocations for PWDs, Proposalis that the.
ground floor . should be reserued. for |-

. KIAMBU PWD ACT should be enforced in

its entireity.

Chairman Thika Sub-
County

29. [+ Mama Ngina Gardens [« A Plan should be laid out on how the
Traders garden will be utilized by the traders and

the public: '
30. |» Tuk Tuk Association [e Seek inclusion and involvement of tuk tuk

" Operators by holding road shows and

public ralljes to sensitize the. operators on
the benefits of the city.




3.

« Member of the dergy

Submitted a memorandum. Key highlights
include mprm.rement of roads, drainages
and water supply

32.

Juakall Association

» Chairperson Jarnhuri 4

“Upgrade the roads espedially from Salama

Kwaheri into the estates

Theré is no bridge’ at Thika river thus
posing an e‘nvirorirn'erital risk* especially
during rainy seasons. ;

Promote trade by utdwng the open space
‘which connects Murang aand Kiambu

. lnstailstreet hghtnng to |mprove se::unty in
" Gatuanyaga-and Salama areas

Have an lndustrlal hub in Gatuanyaga for

“the juakali' traders to operate frorn and to

display their wares. “The' " county
government to , allocate’ land for_'this
purpose.
Improve the wurkmg standards for juakali
traders

33.

chair and office bearers

« Bar owners assocation

Have a proposal of. the model city to be

perused by the residents

Sensitize on how the national and county
alcoholic drinks law will operate for better
understanding

Give a status of the impact on the license
fee for bar owners once a dty is conferred

T
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LOW HANGING FRUITS

1. Address the roads infrastr!.ldu

Zoning of the bars should also be
communicated and whether bar owners
will be affected.

Sensitization of the Kiambu County Liquor
Licensing Act ;
Further consultation with the bar owners
to understand the benefits of having a dity.

Road improvement of kiganjo road from
Kamenu to corner 1,

- Thiwasco to increase water supply as the
residents in Kiganjo are suffering due to
water shortage and rationing

Equip Thika Level v as it has now turned |
into a private enterprise. Residents should |
be able to get quality health care at no|.
extra cost, '

stems to mitigate flooding
nnectivity for the youth

2. Address the drainage sy.
3. Set up ICT hubs.with i
4. Connect sewer lines to estates
5. Improve water supply

6. Hold barazas

b SR
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