

















The Social Assistance (Amendment) Bill, 2023 2211

MEMORANDUM OF OBJECTS AND REASONS
Statement of objects and reasons

The principal object of the Bill is to amend the Social Assistance Act,
No. 24 of 2013 to require the Social Assistance Authority to collaborate
with County Governments in the provision of social assistance to elderly
persons in terms of shelter and health care services.

The Bill addresses the need for periodic review of the financial
assistance offered to elderly persons under social assistance services to
factor in inflation and the rising cost of living to ensure that elderly
members of Kenyan society are able to live dignified lives regardless of
their age.

Clause 2 of the Bill, proposes to amend section 4 of the principal Act
to require the Social Assistance Authority to collaborate with the County
Governments to provide social services to elderly persons in all counties.

Clause 3 of the Bill proposes to amend section 17 of the principal
Act to include persons earning low wages as persons in need for purposes
of getting social assistance.

Clause 4 of the Bill, proposes to amend section 22 of the principal
Act to insert a new section 22A to expand the categories of the people
eligible to get social assistance to include people earning low wages. The
new section defines “persons earning low wages” for purposes of social
assistance and provides a review of the list every six months to determine
the eligibility of the persons to continue getting social assistance under the
category of “persons earning low wages.”

Clause 5 of the Bill, proposes to amend section 24 of the principal
Act to require the Cabinet Secretary in consultation with the Authority to
regularly review the interval of payments and the amounts payable under
social assistance to persons in need to reflect the change in the cost of
living.
Statement on the delegation of legislative powers and limitation of
fundamental rights and freedoms

The Bill does not contain any provisions limiting any fundamental
rights or freedom.

Indication of whether the Bill concerns County Governments

The Bill seeks to amend the Social Assistance Act, No. 24 of 2013 to
require the Social Assistance Authority to collaborate with County
governments in the provision of social assistance to elderly persons in
terms of shelter and health care services.
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Section 4 of No. 24 of 2013 which it is proposed to amend—
4. Functions of the Authority
4. (1) The functions of the Authority shall be to—

(a) identify and provide social assistance to persons in need of soc
assistance;

(b) plan, develop, operate and manage any project or enterprise tl
has as its object to render recipients of social assistance capal
of self support;

(c) make grants to any organization, group or body of citizens for |
purpose of providing assistance to persons in need or likely
become in need;

(d) construct or acquire, maintain and operate residential institutic
for people in need of social assistance:

(e) sponsor, develop or operate community development services;

(f) enter into agreements with agencies or other persons for t
provision of social services;

(8) approve residential institutions for the purposes of this Act;

(h) advise the Minister on the national policy to be adopted wi
regard to provision of social assistance;

(i) formulate and enforce standards for the conduct of soc:
assistance programmes; -

(j) maintain and promote the status, wellbeing, rights, safety a
security of persons in need of social assistance;

(k) develop, maintain and operate a national social assistan
information management system;

() facilitate the periodic review of the national social assistan
policy in line with other government policy statements;

(m)mobilize resources to support and fund social assistan
programmes and initiatives;

(n) coordinate with other social assistance organizations to ensu
that persons in need of social assistance access to resources ar
services appropriate to their needs;

(0) coordinate and harmonize social assistance programmes;

(p) inspire and promote the spirit of protecting persons in need ¢
social assistance;
























